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UCC joms Ukraine to honour Mulroney 


(UkrNews/UCC/Embassy of 
Ukraine)— At an April 18 banquet 
organized by the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress and with the patron- 
age of the Ukrainian Embassy, 
Canada’s 18th Prime Minister, 
Brian Mulroney, was honoured with 
the highest award that can be be- 
stowed by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, the “Shevchenko Medal’ 
and the highest honour Ukraine can 
extend to a foreign citizen, the pres- 
tigious ‘Order of Kniaz Yaroslav the 
Wise’. 

These special awards — presented 
in the presence of current Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper and 14 of 
his cabinet colleagues as well as nu- 
merous parliamentarians, Ambassa- 
dor Шог Ostash, former Premier of 
Saskatchewan Roy Roma-now, 
Archbishop Yurij of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada, Bishop 
Stephen Chmilar of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church — were made to 
commemorate the decision of 
Mulroney’s government to make 
Canada the first western government 
and only the second in the world to 
recognize the independence of 
Ukraine in December, 1991. 

Additionally, Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans remember that Brian Mulroney 
appointed the first Ukrainian Cana- 
dian, John Sopinka, to the Supreme 
Court of Canada and it was under 
his government that the first Ukrai- 
nian Canadian, Ramon Hnatyshyn, 
became the Head of State as Goy- 
ernor General. 

Mulroney also called two Ukrai- 
nian Canadians from the Province 
of Saskatchewan to the Senate of 
Canada, David Tkachuk and 
Raynell Andreychuk. 

Over 400 guests gathered at 
Ottawa’s Chateau Laurier Hotel 
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witnessed UCC President Orysia 
Sushko present the award to 
Mulroney. 

Referring to Canada’s recognition 
of Ukraine, she stated: “We are 
greatly indebted to you Mr. 
Mulroney for Canada’s role in this 
historic event, which served as a 
catalyst for other countries to fol- 
low and in this way allow Ukraine 
to take its rightful place alongside 
other free nations of the world after 
many years of constant oppression, 
and thus providing its citizens the 
right to freely elect their government 
without control and assure their 
right to choose their own destiny.” 

“We also thank Mr. Mulroney for 
being the first Canadian Prime Min- 
ister to offer to negotiate a settle- 
ment for the thousands of innocent 
Ukrainians incarcerated as ‘enemy 
aliens’ during the First World War 
The Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity remains confident that the Ca- 
nadian government will do the right 
thing as was done with the Japanese 
Canadians, and properly recognize 
and appropriately commemorate the 
victims of this regrettable histori- 
cal injustice,” Sushko added. 

Earlier, Ambassador Ostash 
awarded Mulroney the Order of 
Kniaz Yaroslav on behalf of the 
President of Ukraine. 

“The pioneering act of the Cana- 
dian government under the leader- 
ship of the Right Honourable Brian 
Mulroney took much courage and 
vision,” said Ostash. 

“Tt has also confirmed the close- 
ness of our historical and cultural 
ties that have bound many genera- 
tions of our citizens as well as our 
shared values and beliefs such as 
freedom, democracy and rule of 
law. It is not surprising and I think 
it’s symbolic that this historical de- 
cision was made by Canada,” he 
stressed. 

He also thanked Canada for pro- 
viding over $65 million to Ukraine 
to help alleviate the effects of the 
1986 Chornoby] disaster. 

“Canada’s assistance in Chor- 
побу! is one ої the many proofs that 
the relations between Ukraine and 
Canada have been rightfully desig- 
nated by both sides as relations of 
special partnership,” he said 

For his part, Harper noted that no 
western country has closer ties to 
Ukraine than Canada. 

“A century ago, when settlers 
from all over the world were arriv- 
ing into the Canadian prairies, 
Ukrainians were one of the largest 
immigrant groups. There are over a 
million Canadians of Ukrainian 
heritage today, and they have made 
their mark in every part of Canada, 
in every field of endeavour.” 

He applauded Ukraine President 
Victor Yushchenko for awarding the 
Order of King Yaroslav the Wise to 
Mulroney. 
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Left: UCC President Orysia Sushko presents the Shevchenko Medal to Brian Mulroney. Ambassador ог 
Ostash awards Mulroney the Order of Kniaz Yaroslav the Wise. 


“Under Mr. Mulroney’s leader- 
ship Canada was the first country 
to recognize Ukrainian indepen- 
dence. Our country stood with the 
brave people of Ukraine, of the Bal- 
tic republics and the other captive 
nations of central and eastern Eu- 
rope,’ Prime Minister Harper said. 
“Today they are free people living 
in free nations. And they are grate- 
ful to the strong western leaders 
who stood firm against the Commu- 
nists and their apologists. 

“Ukrainians can rest assured,” the 
Prime Minister concluded, “that 
Canada’s New Government will 
continue to support Ukraine’s right 
to determine her own destiny.” 

While Harper was toasting his 
new political role model down- 
stairs, his old political ally was ata 
separate event in the same building. 


Reform founder Preston Manning 
was attending a gala for the small-c 
conservative think tank named af- 
ter him, reported the Canadian 
Press. 

Harper made a brief visit to the 
Manning event. 

The two men posed for pictures 
with their wives, and the prime min- 
ister moved on to the gala in the 
downstairs ballroom. 

As a sign of how the importance 
of Mulroney’s recognition is appre- 
ciated in Ukraine, the ceremony was 
reported on Ukrainian television the 
following day. Footage from 5 
Kanal is available at the UCC 
website <www.ucc.ca>. 

“The fact that such a large and 
important gathering of Ottawa de- 
cision makers was present at this 
event shows the importance that 


Canada places in its relationship 
with Ukraine and the acknowledge- 
ment that Canadians of Ukrainian 
descent have played and will con- 
tinue to play a significant role in 
Canada’s development,” the UCC 
stated in a press release. 

“There was a large turn out of 
national media at the banquet, im- 
pressing even long-time observers 
of the political scene in Ottawa. In- 
deed, it is doubtful if in the entire 
history of the Ukrainian community 
in Canada there has ever been such 
a high-powered assembly of politi- 
cians and journalists at a UCC spon- 
sored gathering,” the UCC added. 

UCC Board member Bob 
Onyschuk related to the assembled 
audience how Mulroney while in 
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Давидович дав коаліції ще два дні 


Голова ЦВК закликує партії реєсруватися на вибори 


(Українська правда) Голова Центрвиборчкому 
Ярослав Давидович звернувся до політичних партій 
владної коаліції з телеграмою із проханням подати 
до 24 години 3 травня кандидатури до складу 
окружних виборчих комісій на позачергових 
виборах народних депутатів 24 червня. 

Як повідомляє прес-служба ЦВК, телеграму було 
надіслано о 00 годин 05 хвилин 2 травня. 

У телеграмі йдеться, що на виконання указу 
президента про призначення позачергових виборів 
до парламенту від 26 квітня, відповідно до закону 
України "Про вибори народних депутатів України", 
ЦВК за поданням політичних партій, виборчих бло-- 
ків політичних партій, що представлені партійними 
фракціями у поточному складі Верховної Ради, 
утворює окружні виборчі комісії з позачергових 
виборів народних депутатів 24 червня 2007 року. 

"Якщо у визначений Законом термін до ЦВК 
надійшли подання щодо складу відповідної окружної 
виборчої комісії в кількості осіб, що становить 


менше дванадцяти, згідно Закону України "Про 
вибори народних депутатів України", такі комісії 
утворюються Центральною виборчою комісією за 
поданням її голови", - підкреслює Центрвиборчком. 
Комісія повідомляє також, що продовжує свою 
діяльність в робочому режимі. 

ЦВК зазначає, що 1 травня спливав термін 
подання партіями списків до складу окружкомів, 
проте станом на 24.00 1 травня з п'яти політичних 
сил, які є суб'єктами подання кандидатур, такі 
подання внесли лише "Блок Юлії Тимошенко" та 
блок "Наша Україна". 

Відповідно, до встановленого Законом часу не 
було внесено подання від Партії Регіонів, 
Комуністичної партії України і Соціалістичної 
партії України. 

Крім того, списки кандидатур для включення до 
складу ОВК подали до Комісії також Народна 
партія, Українська Народна Партія та Всеукраїнське 
об'єднання "Свобода". 
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Invest in the Future Ukrainian Scholarship - 
Support the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом 


Канадського інституту українських студій 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 450 Athabasca Hall 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 
Tel: 780.492.2972; Fax: 780.492.4967; 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; 9www.cius.ca 
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Багатотисячний мітинг 
опозиції на Європейській 


(BBC Uksainian)—Y Києві на Європейській площі 
відбувся багатотисячний мітинг, організований 
об'єднаною опозицією під гаслами на підтримку 
указу президента Ющенка про дострокові вибори. 

Президент Віктор Ющенко запевнив українів, що 
докладе всіх зусиль, аби дострокові вибори відбу-- 
лися у чесний спосіб. Пан Ющенко виступив на Mi— 
тингу перед народом уперше після святкування пер-- 
шої річниці "помаранчевої революції", проте цього 
разу - пліч-о-пліч із лідерами опозиційних сил. Він 
закликав Нашу Україну, БЮТ, та блок "Народна 
самооборона" об;єднатися в єдину опозиційну силу, 
що було з оваціями сприйнято народом. Загалом ба-- 
гатотисячний мітинг часто переривав скандуван-- 
нями промову президента, зокрема коли йшлося про 
необхідність проведення дострокових перегонів та 
очищення партійних списків від "пербіжчиків". 
Разом із тим, багато хто з оглядачів напередодні вис-- 
ловлював сумніви щодо необхідності виходу прези-- 
дента в народ, говорячи, що у такий спосіб він пози-- 
ціонуватиме себе, не як лідер усієї України, а як 
лідер опозиції. 

"Країна мрій" - пісню з такою назвою обрав гурт 
Воплі Відоплясова для відкриття мітингу прихиль-- 
ників опозиції на Європейській площі Києва, яку у 
суботу лідери "помаранчевих" називали майданом. 
Вони говорили, що таку країну - без корупції та 
політичних перебіжчиків — не вдалося побудувати 
"помаранчевою революцією?, через що потрібен її 
другий етап - дострокові вибори, які змінять систему 
влади в Україні. 

Закілька сотень метрів від Європейського майда-- 
ну промовці біло-блакитного Майдану Незалежності 
говорили про компроміс, проте лідери БЮТ, Нашої 
України, та блоків Українська Правиця та Народна 
Самооборона називали компромісом уже сам указ 


президента про розпуск парламенту, який BCTAHOB— 
лює нову дату дострокових виборів 24 червня. 
Лідерка БЮТ Юлія Тимошенко застерегла усіх по- 
садовців, а надто голову Центрвиборчкму Ярослава 
Давидовича, що невиконання того указу та гра на 
два фронти потягне за собою їхню відповідальність 
з огляду на зміни керівництва Генпрокуратури. 

Юлія Тимошенко заявила, що дострокові вибори 
будуть "другим етапом помаранчевої революції". 

Натомість виглядало на те, що виборчий процес 
уже розпочали й представники опозиції - якщо під 
час "помаранчевої революції" за спиною в Віктора 
Ющенка стояв Петро Порошенко та Олександр 
Третяков, тепер на сцені серед "нашоукраїнців" були 
лише політики, які не асоціювалися в народу з 
великим бізнесом. Виглядало на те, що лідери БЮТ, 
"самооборони" та "правиці" теж намагалися проде- 
монструвати Майдану, що в разі дострокових nepe— 
гонів на їхні політичні сили очікує очищення спи-- 
сків. До такого очищення опозицію закликав і лідер 
"Народної самооборони" Юрій Луценко, промова 
якого вже була головно сконцентрована на виборчій 
програмі блоку. 

Лідер виборчого блоку "Рух - Українська 
Правиця" Борис Тарасюк закликав до об'єднання у 
широкий блок демократичних сил разом з Народною 
Самообороною та Нашою Україною. 

Голова Нашої України В'ячеслав Кириленко ска - 
зав, що у разі як Конституційний Суд визнає указ 
президента Ющенка неконституційним, то опо-- 
зиційні фракції (Наша Україна i БЮТ) до Верховної 
Ради не повернуться і достроково складуть повно - 
важення. 

Повідомляють, що на мітингу також були присутні 
лідер партії Реформи i Порядок Віктор Пинзенник 
та лідер УНП Юрій Костенко. 


Коаліція просить у світу захисту від танків 


(Українська правда)- Лідери фракцій правлячої 
коаліції закликають міжнародну спільноту негайно 
втрутитися в ситуацію в Україні. 

Про це йдеться у зверненні Віктора Януковича, 
Олександра Мороза та Петра Симоненка до народу 
України, до ПАРЄ, Європейського Союзу, всіх між- 
народних організацій та послів, акредитованих в 
Україні з приводу звільнення президентом судді 
Конституційного суду Сюзанни Станік. 

"Черговий незаконний указ президента України 
про звільнення вже другого судді Конституційного 
Суду змушує нас констатувати, що Віктор Ющенко 
своїми антиконституційними діями штовхає Укра- 
їну на шлях анархії та хаосу" - йдеться у зверненні, 
розміщеному на сайті Януковича. 

На переконання коаліції, "видаючи щодня все нові 
та нові незаконні укази, президент намагається па- 
ралізувати роботу Конституційного Суду», а також 
"паралізувати роботу і інших правових інституцій, 
заблокувати діяльність інших гілок влади, фактич- 
но одноосібно узурпувавши всю владу у своїх руках". 

"Президент Ющенко цинічно демонструє зневагу 
до законів, до Конституції України, чим перекрес- 


лює усі демократичні надбання, які досягла наша 
країна за роки незалежності", - стверджують 
представники коаліції. 

Вони висловлюють переконання, що "президент 
реалізує антиконстуційний заколот". "Наступним 
кроком президента може бути указ, яким він дасть 
розпорядження вивести на вулиці танки», - йдеться 
у зверненні. 

«Дії президента України сьогодні стають небез- 
печними для держави та народу. Україні загрожує 
правовий безлад та громадянська війна", - 
стверджує коаліція. 

Вона закликає міжнародну спільноту негайно 
втрутитися у ситуацію в країні, надіслати до Ук- 
раїни своїх представників, які виконали б посеред- 
ницьку роль. 

“Mu звертаємося до Ради Європи 13 закликом під- 
тримати нас у намаганні проти повернення України 
назад до авторитаризму. Ми закликаємо світ нага- 
дати президентові Ющенку про демократичні прин- 
ципи, про верховенство права, про те, що Україна 
повинна залишатися регіоном спокою i стабільності 
у центрі Європи", - йдеться у зверненні. 


MISSISSAUGA 
512 BRISTOL RD. W. UNIT #1 
MISSISSAUGA, ONT. LSR 3Z1 
(905) 568-9890 FAX: 568-9893 


ковичі усунули Шевченка - 
(Українська правда) -Представники-парламентської коаліції 
усунули БЮТІвця Андрія Шевченка з посади керівника комітету 
Верховної Ради з питань свободи слова та інформації. 

Про це йдеться у повідомленні прес-служби Шевченка. 

“26 квітня сім членів комітету, що представляють урядову коаліцію, 
здійснили спробу провести засідання, на якому призначили вико- 
нувачем обов'язки голови Комітету Олену Бондаренко та розглянули 
кілька законопроектів, - сказано у ньому. 

Депутати зібралися за день до запланованого засідання, чим, на 
думку Шевченка, порушили 43 статтю закону "Про комітети" і цим 


самим "перекреслили законність будь-якого ухваленого рішення". 
“3 таким самим успіхом мої колеги з коаліції могли би призначити 
себе виконувачем обов'язки Папи Римського або Генсека НАТО, - 
сказав він. 
Водночас прес-служба Бондаренко спростовує інформацію про 
усунення Шевченка, зазначаючи, що прес-служба Шевченка "просто 
пересмикує факти". , 
"Справа в тому, що Шевченко призначив засідання Комітету не на 
27 квітня, як заявляє, а на 27 травня!!!7, - йдеться у повідомленні. 
«Ну а що стосується усунення його, це також неточність, тому що 
його ніхто не зміщав - він заявив про самоусунення в цьому ж від- 
критому листі у зв'язку з чим комітет змушений був обрати в.о, - 
заявляє Бондаренко. 
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Shevchenko. 


Mulroney asserted Canada’s 
independence on Ukraine’s recognition 


(UkrNews)—Former Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney says he decided that Canada should imme- 
diately recognize Ukraine’s independence in 1991, ir- 
respective of what the United States chose to do. 

“Tn 1991, Т had a decisive conversation with the first 
President Bush, informing him that Canada would be 
recognizing Ukraine even though the Americans chose 
to wait,” he said in his acceptance speech during the 
banquet in his honour, April 18. 

“President Gorbachev had forcefully intervened to 
suggest that such recognition be held in abeyance. I 
admired the President and the reforms he had introduced 
but I told him the forces of freedom were stirring in 
Ukraine and Canada was going to encourage and not 
extinguish them. I felt the burden of the sacrifices the 
Ukrainian diaspora had endured for decades seeking 
freedom and wanted to ensure that the cries of liberty 
from Canada — their adopted homeland — would be 
heard as trumpet calls, joining the millions who marched 
courageously in Kiev and throughout the nation. 

“We'll recognize or acknowledge the independence 
of Ukraine,’ I told Presidents Bush and Gorbachev 
‘then we'll negotiate the establishment of diplomatic 


UCC, Ukraine 
honour Mulroney 


Cont. from P. 1 

Kyiv in 1989 made a point of making a gesture of moral 
support to the emerging Ukrainian national liberation 
movement by meeting with pro-Independence protest- 
ors in front of the Taras Shevchenko monument. 

In his acceptance remarks, Mulroney cited the con- 
tribution of Canadians of Ukrainian descent to the de- 
velopment of Canada and the importance that his goy- 
ernment put to supporting democracy and national self- 
determination of the people of Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union (see separate story). 

Money raised at the banquet will go to support the 
“Children’s Hospital of the Future’ project in Kyiv. This 
is an undertaking of the Ukraina 3000 Foundation. 

Also present were Foreign Minister Peter MacKay; 
Gerda Hnatyshyn, widow of the late Governor Gen- 
eral Ramon; Speaker of the Senate Моє! Kinsella, Chair 
of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Com- 
mittee Peter Goldring; Justice Minister Robert 
Nicholson; Minister of International Cooperation Josée 
Verner; Industry Minister Maxime Bernier; Natural Re- 
sources Minister Gary Lunn; Human Resources Min- 
ister Monte Solberg; Fisheries Minister Loyola Hearn 
and Vice President of the Ukrainian World Congress, 
Evhen Czolij. 

Senator Raynell Andreychuk and Northland Power 
President James Temerty served as Masters of Cer- 
emony for the event. 


relations.’ Canada became the 1st G-7 in industrial- 
ized nation in the world to do so. Twenty-nine days 
after our announcement, the Soviet Union itself ceased 
to exist. The largest country in the world disappeared 
overnight. And the consulate-general we announced 
our intention to open on my visit to Kiev in 1989, be- 
came the Canadian embassy in 1992. 

“We knew back in 1989 that freedom was on the 
march in Ukraine. We sensed it then. We see it today. 
Ukraine’s young democracy may be facing challenges, 
but it is dealing with them. What will emerge in time, 
is a stronger Ukraine,” he said. 

He also recalled his first visit to Ukraine in 1989 
when, with the help of a young External Affairs inter- 
preter, Roman Waschuk, he spoke to Ukraine’s lead- 
ership in Ukrainian, not Russian, for the first time. 

Mulroney drew parallels between his the experiences 
of his working-class Irish parents, his wife’s Pivnicki 
family which immigrated from former Yugoslavia in 
1958 and those of the Ukrainian immigrants. 

“We are all boat people, and we all dream of great 
things for our children,” he said. 

“Our forebears came here — the Serbs, the Irish, 
the Ukrainians, the British, the French, even the Inuit 
— across the centuries, across the continents, across 
the oceans, against the elements and against the odds,” 
he said, adding “in this nation of immigrants, in a land 
defined by opportunity, there is no more inspirational 
story than that of Canadians of Ukrainian descent.” 

He recalled the first three waves of Ukrainian im- 
migration, all of whom were “driven by their will to 
begin anew.” 

“And what a new beginning it was. In my mind’s 
eye I can see the thousands of Ukrainian immigrants, 
under the endless prairie sky, uncomplainingly and 
courageously working the land as they slowly acquired 
their own, building in the process both new families 
and a new country. They found not that in this new 
nation the streets were paved with gold — but that op- 
portunities even more glorious than the precious metal 
awaited them and their children if they persevered in 
Canada, so far away from home: freedom, liberty, de- 
mocracy, dignity and prosperity. These were the hall- 
marks of the citizenship they acquired and the nation 
they so lovingly and painstakingly built. The history 
of Canada has been powerfully shaped by the Ukrai- 
nian experience and the magnificent contribution of 
the community — now more than a million strong — 
is one that I am honored to celebrate tonight,” he said. 

Mulroney also noted that “there is no more shining 
example of multiculturalism in Canada than the Ukrai- 
nian community, led by the Ukrainian Congress of 
Canada,” adding "по appointment gave me more pride 
or pleasure than naming Ramon John Hnatyshyn as 
Her Majesty’s Representative in Canada. 

“He learned his politics at the knee of his father, 
John Hnatyshyn, who was the first Ukrainian Cana- 
dian member of the Senate when he was appointed by 
Prime Minister John Diefenbaker in 1959.” 


-—— 
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PHOTO — SUPPLIED BY UCC 
Bohdan Onyschuk with Brian and Mila Mulroney in Kyiv, 1989 after placing flowers at the monument to Taras 
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У Львові вшановують 
60-річчя примусової 


депортації 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

27 квітня в Україні та Польщі відзначали 
60-річчя операції «Вісла» - примусового 
виселення українців із етнічних українсь -- 
ких земель, які належать нині Польщі. 
Холмщина, Лемківщина, Надсяння, Під- 
ляшшя - мешканці цих територій стали 
жертвами депортації. 

На законодавчому рівні досі не визначе-- 
ний статус цих людей. Жертв депортації 
вшанували президенти України та Польщі. 
З Польщі Президент Ющенко прибув до 
Львова, де у Львівському оперному театрі 
взяв участь у вечорі-реквіємі. 

У вересні 1944 року між урядом YPCP i 
Польським комітетом національного виз-- 
волення була підписана угода про евакуацію 
українського населення з території Польщі 
та польських громадян з території УРСР. 
Це примусове переселення тривало до 
середини 1946 року, і тоді депортували 
півмільйона українців із прабатьківських 
земель. 

Однак польська сторона 1 далі домагалась 
продовження депортації. «Українське пи- 
тання» Польща вирішила у 1947 році, коли 
28 квітня розпочала операцію «Вісла», 
внаслідок якої протягом кількох днів було 
примусово виселено на північні та західні 
(колишні німецькі) терени Польщі ще 
близько 150 тисяч українців. 

Відтак примусова депортація українців з 
етнічних земель тривала з 1944 до 1951 
року. Долі 700 тисяч українців були зла- 
мані. Тисячі людей були вбиті. 

Сьогодні більшість переселенців 
мешкають переважно у Західній Україні. І 
віддавна вони домагаються визнання їх на 


п 7 aay 


украї 


законодавчому рівні. Польща, на відміну від 
України, виплачує примусово депортова-- 
ним полякам з України гроші — 20% від 
вартості усього втраченого майна. 

Тоді як український парламент навіть не 
провів належного слухання щодо при- 
мусової депортації. 

Володимир Середа, голова товариства 
«Надсяння», уся родина якого була депор-- 
тована і втратила усе майно, зауважив, що 
є кілька законопроектів, які стосуються 
політично-правових оцінок депортації, але 
досі Верховна Рада нічого не ухвалила. 

Володимир Середа: «Я ознайомився зі 
зміненим варіантом законопроекту, який 
переданий Мінюстом у Кабінет Міністрів, 
і його розглядає їхня юридична служба. 
Наразі повна тиша. У цьому законопроекті 
вводиться статус примусово переселених, 
тобто це уже називається депортація». 

Голови обласних адміністрацій та рад 
Західної України ухвалили звернення до 
керівників держави з проханням Bpery— 
лювати на державному рівні питання, які 
стосуються депортованих українців і дати 
правову й політичну оцінку примусовому 
переселенню. 

Нині десятки справ депортованих україн-- 
ців перебувають на розгляді у судах. Люди 
вимагають від України матеріальної KOM— 
пенсації за втрачене майно. 

На Львівщині відзначення 60-річниці від 
часу проведення примусової депортації 
українців з етнічних земель обласна влада 
обмежила публічними заходами 27 квітня 
у Львівській опері та конференцією. 

28 квітня на Львівщині оголошений днем 
жалоби за жертвами депортації. 
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Графічний лизайи Валерія Ссменха, 2007 
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Президенти України та 
Польщі відзначили 


Єва Поштар, Радіо Свобода 

27 квітня у Варшаві та Перемишлі поча-- 
лись заходи з відзначення роковин депор-- 
тації польських українців. З цієї нагоди до 
Варшави прибув Президент України Віктор 
Ющенко. Глави держав підписали noni— 
тичну декларацію про 60-ліття операції 
«Вісла» а також план дій, так звану дорож-- 
ню мапу українсько-польських відносини 
у 2007-2008 роках. 

Під час короткого візиту до Варшави 
Президент України Віктор Ющенко молив-- 
ся спільно з поляками за жертви комуніс- 
тичної влади Польщі. Опісля він зустрівся 
з представниками української громади 
Польщі. 

Віктор Ющенко: «Мені приємно бути 
якраз у цей день у Польщі 1 демонструвати 
разом 13 польським президентом, разом із 
українською громадою велике шанування 
нашої історії і нашого сьогоднішнього дня». 

27 квітня 60 років тому польська кому-- 
ністична влада почала виселяти українців 
із їхніх корінних земель — нинішніх півден-- 
но-східних теренів Польщі. Привід -потре-- 
ба знищити українське збройне підпілля, 
УПА. Весною 1947 року з території Під- 
ляшшя, Холмщини, Надсяння та Лемків- 
щини до північних та західних регіонів 
Польщі було виселено близько 150 тисяч 
українців. 

Згадуючи події з історичного минулого і 


інців |Роковини операції «Вісла» 


з поглядом у майбутнє, глави українських 
і польських церков відслужили екуменіч-- 
ний молебень. 

Про важливість відзначення роковин 
операції «Вісла» наголосила голова nepe— 
мишльського відділення Об'єднання yKpa— 
їнців у Польщі Марія Туцька: «Думаю, це 
символ, що попри відстань у 60 років, 
збереглась наша історична пам'ять. Нас 
мало не бути. Ми, все-таки, вистояли, ми 
є. Полонізаційні процеси ведуть до того, 
щоб нас не було. Роковини ще раз доводять, 
що ми все-таки живі і пам'ятаємо». 

У Варшаві Президент України Віктор 
Ющенко та польський Президент Лех Ka— 
чинський підписали план українсько-поль-- 
ської співпраці так звану дорожню карту. 

Лех Качинський: «Дорожня карта crocy— 
ється майбутнього. Ми в ній представили 
наші плани українсько-польської співпраці. 
Зокрема, говориться там про зустріч пре- 
зидентів, присвячену енергетичним питан-- 
ням, що відбудеться 11-12 травня. Ми потім 
ще раз зустрінемося травні. Даємо Європі 
приклад співпраці двох дружніх народів. 
Один із них уже в ЄС, а другий поки що ні. 
Я хочу запевнити, що Польща робитиме все 
для того, щоб Україна скоро була в Євро- 
союзі». 

Віктор Ющенко: «Ми сьогодні хотіли 
наголосити, що ми стратегічні партнери. 
Ми дивимось не тільки в минуле». 


В ЄС каратимуть за 
расизм та ксенофобію 


Польща хоче карати також за комуністичні злочини 


Єва Поштар, Радіо Свобода 

20 квітня Міністри юстиції держав-чле-- 
нів Євросоюзу підписали в Люксембурзі 
рамковий проект резолюції про визнання 
расизму 1 ксенофобії за кримінальні 3710— 
чини, встановивши тим карну відповідаль- 
ність за заперечення воєнних злочинів, 
Голокосту, за публічні заклики до таких 
злочинів та до ненависті з етнічних причин. 
Польща пропонує, щоб в ЄС також карали 
за злочини комуністичних часів. 

Семирічні переговори міністрів юстиції 
держав-членів ЄС про боротьбу з расизмом 
та ксенофобією закінчились компромісним 
рішенням. На цих переговорах Польща та 
Балтійські країни намагалася залучити до 
резолюції пункт про засудження злочинів 
тоталітарних комуністичних режимів, Ka— 
же Bille - міністр юстиції Анджей Дуда. 

Однак відкинувши пропозицію Польщі та 
Прибалтики, учасники переговорного про -- 
цесу схвалили лише компромісну деклара-- 
цію про засудження "злочинів тоталітарних 
режимів інших, ніж ті, що були спричинені 
расизмом та етнічною ненавистю". 

Але навіть і це вже є певним успіхом, 
стверджує Анджей Дуда. 

Міністри юстиції доручили Європейсь- 
кій комісії протягом двох років провести в 


ЄС слухання про сталінські злочини в 
Центральній та Східній Європі та створити 
Зелену книгу про це. Польський віце-мініс-- 
тр юстиції переконаний, що справа пока-- 
рання за комуністичні злочини буде врешті- 
решт внесена до рамкової резолюції ЄС. 

Не чекаючи на рішення ЄЄ з цього пи-- 
тання, в Польщі вже ведуться судові про- 
цеси проти осіб, яких звинувачують у CKO— 
єнні комуністичних злочинів. Нещодавно 
прокурори слідчого відділення Інституту 
національної пам'яті звинуватили лідерів 
Народної Польщі, в тому числі генерала 
Войцеха Ярузельського, в неконституцій-- 
них діях, які завершились 13 грудня 1981 
року запровадженням в Польщі воєнного 
стану. 

Прокурор Інституту національної пам'яті 
Анджей Дрогонь каже, що тим звинува-- 
ченням хочуть переконати польське сус-- 
пільство, що Польща є правовою дер- 
жавою. 

Однак колишній лідер профспілки "Солі-- 
дарність" та колишній президент Польщі 
Лех Валенса виступає проти покарання 
свого попередника генерала Ярузельсь- 
кого. "Під радянською окупацією нам було 
б набагато гірше, ніж з Ярузельським" - 
сказав він. 


Головатий ще на крок наблизився 
до своєї страсбурзької мрії 


(Українська правда )- -Кандидатами на 
посаду судді Європейського суду з прав 
людини від України обрано заступника 
міністра МВС Василя Мармазова, юриста 
Європейського суду з прав людини Анну 
Юдківську та депутата Сергія Головатого. 

Ці кандидатури перемогли в українсь- 
кому турі Конкурсу з відбору кандидатів 
на посаду судді Європейського суду з прав 
людини від України, сказано у повідомленні 
прес-служби Мін'юсту 26 квітня. 

Заданими міністерства, три претенденти 
були відібрані шляхом таємного голосу-- 


вання Конкурсної комісії з відбору канди-- 
датів на посаду судді Європейського суду з 
прав людини, що відбулося 26 квітня у 
Києві. 

За словами голови комісії, міністра юс- 
тиції Олександра Лавриновича, найближ-- 
чим часом рішення Конкурсної комісії буде 
направлено до Страсбургу. 

1-5 жовтня 2007 року, після таємного TO— 
лосування в Парламентській Асамблеї Ради 
Європи один з трьох кандидатів буде 
вибраний на вакантну посаду судді Євро-- 
пейського суду з прав людини від України. 
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Coalition lawmakers 
appeal second decree 


(RFE/RL)—A total of 160 deputies from the parlia- 
mentary coalition of the Party of Regions, the Social- 
ist Party, and the Communist Party have asked the 
Constitutional Court to rule if President Viktor 
Yushchenko’s decree of April 26 on rescheduling early 
elections until June 24 is constitutional, Interfax- 
Ukraine reported on April 27, quoting Constitutional 
Court spokesman Ivan Abramov. 

Abramov added that on April 27 the court will con- 
tinue to examine the constitutionality of Yushchenko’s 
‘decree of April 2, whereby he dissolved the Verkhovna 
Rada and scheduled early elections for May 27. 

Yushchenko said in a television address to the na- 
tion on April 25 that he has issued a decree on post- 
poning the early parliamentary elections he decreed 
earlier this month for May 27 until June 24, Ukrainian 
media reported. 

Yushchenko said a new date for the early elections 
was needed to enable election officials to prepare the 
ballot, adding that preparations for the ballot have been 
complicated by the absence of a quorum in the Cen- 
tral Election Commission and the cabinet’s refusal to 
allocate funds for the election campaign. 

“Tt has already been a month since the coalition in 
the Verkhovna Rada was reformatted against the con- 
stitution. From now on, the president of Ukraine can 
fully implement his right to dissolve the parliament 
on the grounds of Article 90 of the Ukrainian Consti- 
tution. I’m sure of the legal right and political neces- 
sity for such a decision. I’m convinced that Ukrainian 
society, responsible Ukrainian politicians, and the 
people understand this decision,” Yushchenko said. 

The new decree, dated April 26, 2007, was published 
on the presidential website. 

Lawmaker Raisa Bohatyryova, coordinator of the 


Coalition calls for joint 
elections later this year 


(RFE/RL)—Lawmakers from the ruling coalition of the Party of Re- 
gions, the Socialist Party, and the Communist Party on April 30 passed a 
resolution calling for early presidential and parliamentary polls to be 
held not later than December 9, 2007, following the introduction of rel- 
evant amendments to the constitution, UNIAN reported. 

The resolution tasks an ad hoc parliamentary commission with prepar- 


parliamentary coalition of the Party of Regions, the 
Socialist Party, and the Communist Party, said on April 
26 that, by signing his new decree on early elections 
in June, President Yushchenko intended to prevent the 
Constitutional Court from ruling on his previous de- 
cree, which scheduled early parliamentary elections 
for May 27. 

“Today, an attack was actually launched on the Con- 
stitutional Court to make it impossible for it to pass a 
resolution on the April 2 decree,” Bohatyryova said. 

Meanwhile, Party of Regions lawmaker Taras 
Chornovil called on lawmakers of the ruling coalition 
gathered in the Verkhovna Rada session hall on April 
26 to initiate the procedure of impeachment against 
President Yushchenko. 

Under the Ukrainian Constitution, at least 226 votes 
in the 450-seat Verkhovna Rada are necessary to ini- 
tiate the procedure of impeachment, at least 300 votes 
are required to accuse the president of “state treason or 
other crime” that could constitute the grounds for his/ 
her impeachment, and at least 338 votes are necessary 
to approve the removal of the president from office. 

Also, Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, who cut 
short his trip to Central Asia and returned to Kyiv on 
April 26, said on April 27 during a meeting with Coun- 
cil of Europe Secretary-General Terry Davis that 
Yushchenko signed his new decree on early elections 
out of fear that the Constitutional Court’s ruling on 
his April 2 decree would not be in his favor. 

“We must acknowledge that the situation is sharply 
worsening, and we will apparently witness new waves 
of organized civil protests both against parliament and 
the president. The signs are that the crisis will drag 
out,” Ukrainian political analyst Andriy Yermolayev 
commented to Interfax on Yushchenko’s new decree. 
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Yushchenko sacks 
two Constitutional 
Court judges 


(RFE/RL) — President Viktor Yushchenko has dismissed two judges of 
the Constitutional Court, Valerie Pshenichnyy and Syuzanna Stanik, 
Ukrainian media reported on May 1. 

The dismissal decrees, dated April 30 and May 1, respectively, say 
laconically that Pshenichnyy and Stanik were released of their duties 
because of a “breach of oath.” 

Pshenichnyy and Stanik were appointed to the 18-member 
Constitutional Court by former President Leonid Kuchma. 

Lawmakers from the ruling coalition of the Party of Regions, the 
Socialist Party, and the Communist Party on May 1 appealed to the 
Constitutional Court to declare the decree on the dismissal of Pshenichnyy 
unconstitutional. 

Party of Regions leader Viktor Yanukovych, Socialist Party leader Viktor 
Moroz, and Communist Party leader Petro Symonenko said in a joint 
statement the same day that Yushchenko’s dismissal of Stanik “is pushing 
Ukraine onto a path of anarchy and chaos.” 

The three politicians added that Yushchenko “is trying to paralyze the 
work of the Constitutional Court, which is the only body capable of 
regulating the relations between power branches.” 

They also called on the international community “to immediately 
intervene in Ukraine’s situation and send its representatives, who could 
perform the role of intermediaries.” 
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ing appropriate constitutional amendments by June 10. 

It is not clear what legal force, if any, the resolution will have in the 
ongoing institutional crisis in Ukraine. President Viktor Yushchenko, af- 
ter issuing his two decrees in April on the dissolution of parliament and 
early elections, does not consider the current Verkhovna Rada a legiti- 
mate legislature. 

Meanwhile, lawmakers from the ruling coalition continue to hold par- 
liamentary sittings pending the Constitutional Court’s verdict on 
Yushchenko’s decrees. 

Two days earlier, Yushchenko appeared at an opposition rally on Eu- 
ropean Square in Kyiv and assured a crowd of some 20,000 supporters 
of the dissolution of the Verkhovna Rada that early parliamentary elec- 
tions will take place on June 24, as scheduled by his decree the previous 
week, Ukrainian media reported. 

ЧТ will soon announce decisions that will guarantee the election takes 
place in a calm and appropriate manner,” Yushchenko said without men- 
tioning specific measures he plans to take. 

"І have sufficient means to ensure the preparation and staging of these 
elections. I will overcome any criminal sabotage. Any failure to act will 
be brought to account,” Yushchenko added. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych said at a rally of his 
supporters on Independence Square in Kyiv on April 27 that by issuing 
his decree to reschedule snap elections for June 24, Yushchenko violated 
all the agreements the two of them had reached prior to that decree. 


NATO chief patient on Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer says 
Ukraine must decide for itself about what kind of relationship it wants 
with the Western alliance. 

Speaking to reporters after talks with Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk in Oslo, April 27, Scheffer said NATO did not plan 
to interfere in Ukraine’s political disagreements about joining the alliance. 

“Tt is up to Ukraine, the Ukrainian people, to decide the pace at which 
it wishes to move closer to Euro-Atlantic institutions,” he said. “NATO 
and NATO allies are ready to help and we will continue to do so.” 

Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko favors joining NATO while 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych opposes membership. 
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Redress for "АКсіа 
Wisla”’ an EU test 


On April 24, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress issued the following 
declaration> 

“April 28, 2007 marks the 60th anniversary of the infamous “Akcja 
Wisla’’, which was the deportation by the Polish government of Ukraini- 
ans from their ancestral lands in what is now Eastern Poland. Ukrainians 
living in the Lemko, Boyko, Nadsiannia, Kholm and Pidliashia regions 
were sent to the so-called “Recovered Territories” of the post-war Polish 
state in the north and west of the country. This operation completed the 
deportation of the entire — almost one million — Ukrainian ethnic popu- 
lation from “Zakerzonnia” and became one of the most tragic events in 
the modern history of the Ukrainian people. 

“This preplanned military operation to deport over 150,000 Ukraini- 
ans was the final act of the abolition of Ukrainian ethnic territory within 
the borders of Poland and was followed by the takeover of all Ukrainian 
property by the Polish state along with the intentional forced assimila- 
tion of the Ukrainian population through its dispersal among the Polish 
majority. The fostering of the Ukrainian language, culture and faith was 
prohibited. Later this process was completed by erasing traces of Ukrai- 
nian culture in the “Zakerzonnia” region, including the destruction of 
churches, cemeteries, and the substitution of Ukrainian place names with 
Polish ones. 

“This unlawfull and inhuman widescale military operation was an of- 
fence to the dignity of the Ukrainian population, while the forceful and 
humiliating imprisonment of over 4,000 Ukrainians (including women 
and children) at the Jaworzno concentration camp was an abuse of hu- 
man rights. The Wisla operation and the Central Labour Camp in Jaworzno 
led to dehumanization of each person incarcerated there and the entire 
Ukrainian community of “Zakerzonnia”. 

“This tragic history calls for a fair evaluation and for the redressing of 
wrongs. However, to date, the Polish Sejm (Parliament), the highest rep- 
resentative body of Poland, has not followed the example of the Polish 
Senate, and has failed to condemn the "АКсіа Wisla”. Such an action 
would exhibit a mature and honest attitude towards the past and at the 
same time would symbolize a radical break with past prejudices. 

“The Ukrainian Canadian Congress appeals to the Polish Sejm and the 
Government of Poland to condemn the “Akcja Wisla” and to redress the 
injustices caused by it by compensating the victims and their descen- 
dants for their losses and suffering. 

“UCC appeals to Ukrainian institutions, organizations and churches in 
Canada to commemorate the 60" anniversary of “Akcja Wisla” and with 
requiems, church services and other commemorative events to place the 
names of the victims of the ethnic cleansing of “Zakerzonnia” into Ukrai- 
nian history and the collective memory of our people.” 

Ukrainian News endorses the above declaration in full and would like 
to add that much has changed over the past 60 years. Ukraine now is an 
independent country, while Poland has become a democratic state that 
belongs to the European Union. This fact makes it even more imperative 
for the Sejm to condemn the “Akcja Wisla” and to redress the injustices 
caused by it. 

One may find it utterly reprehensible and unforgivable that Russia stub- 
bornly refuses to acknowledge the 1933 Famine as a genocide against 
the people of Ukraine, but that merely shows that Russia remains an un- 
repentant, authoritarian and imperialistic state which has a long way to 
go before can enter the civilized world. 

But for a country that’s a member of the EU, recognition of and redress 
for historical wrongs is not just a moral issue. It’s a test whether it truly 
belongs within the European Union. 


where Liberals failed? 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

He made me do it. It was 1984, 
and he catered to a bunch of bleaters 
whose allegations — dismissed, 
eventually, as “gross exaggerations” 
by a federal commission of inquiry 
— precipitated years of inter-ethnic 
community strife, as yet unstilled. 
The controversy he created dragged 
me back into the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian community, in defence of its 
good name, including my own. It 
was a decision that cost me, person- 
ally and professionally, and prob- 
ably will yet again. So be it. A man 
can’t walk away from a fight if the 
cause is right. Ours was, and still is. 

My creed does oblige me to ad- 
mit, however, that he did some 
good. For example, he treated my 
fellow citizens of Japanese heritage 
honourably, acknowledging how 
wrongs done during the Second 
World War must be redressed. 
In1988 his government did just that, 
setting a welcome precedent. I re- 
member thinking that if an apology 
was given to Japanese Canadians 
than Ottawa must likewise ac- 
knowledge how unjust it was to 
herd thousands of Ukrainians and 
other Europeans into Canadian con- 
centration camps during this 
country’s first national internment 
operations of 1914-1920. Men, 
women and children, branded “en- 
emy aliens,” had their wealth con- 
fiscated and were forced to do 
heavy labour for the profit of their 
gaolers. And they suffered other 
state-sanctioned indignities, includ- 
ing disenfranchisement, all because 
of where they came from, who they 
were. So І expected my government 
to do the right thing. Admittedly, I 
was naive. That was then. 

Two decades have since passed 
and I have heard it all. In 1987 a Tory 
multiculturalism minister indulged 
in internment denial, insisting it 
never happened. Soon after a Lib- 
eral leader promised that, if elected, 
he and his Party would resolve our 
community’s claims. He forgot as 
soon as he got the top job. As for the 
man who made me what I am today, 
the Right Honourable Brian 
Mulroney, he, at least, afforded us 
faint hope. Speaking in 1992 to the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Prime Minister Mulroney said he 
would sort out our claim after he 
won the upcoming election. Then he 
didn’t. We got the other guy, fol- 
lowed by 13 years of being fuddle- 
duddled, apparently a Liberal Party 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, May 2-15, 2007 , 215 травня, 2007 


Will Tories succeed 


Prime Minister Harper speaks with Ukrainian community redress nego- 
tiators at the Mulroney banquet, April 18. Left to Right: Andy Hladyshevsky, 
Paul Grod, Stephen Harper, Lubomyr Luciuk. 


tradition dating to the last guy to 
deploy The War Measures Act. 

Things did improve, in 2005. The 
little garcon from wherever was 
pastured and, facing an election, the 
Right Honourable Paul Martin, a 
more decent guy, invited us to 
Regina. There we signed an Agree- 
ment in Principle, a credible foun- 
dation for redress negotiations. 
Alas, nothing came of it. Fortu- 
nately, however, we still had a 
champion in Inky Mark, the Con- 
servative MP for Dauphin-Swan 
River-Marquette. He pushed his 
private member’s Bill С 331 and, 
to some folks’ surprise, the Jntern- 
ment of Persons of Ukrainian Ori- 
gin Recognition Act received Royal 
Assent, 25 November 2005. It’s 
now a law. It obliges Ottawa to ne- 
gotiate. They even admit it. 

A few weeks ago we gathered at 
the Chateau Laurier to witness 
Ukraine honouring Mr. Mulroney 
with the Order of King Yaroslav the 
Wise, in grateful recognition of how 
Canada, under his leadership, was 
the first Western country to affirm 
Ukraine’s independence, in 1991. 
The audience was also reminded 
that Mr. Mulroney was the first 
prime minister to promise to right 
historical injustices done to 
Canada’s Ukrainians in the First 
World War. 

Later that evening I spoke with 
Jason Kenney, Secretary of State for 
Multiculturalism and Canadian 
Identity. He has carriage of the re- 
dress file so we have met before, 
more formally. Jason is smart, and 
a charger, as determined as Prime 
Minister Harper is to craft a timely 


settlement while the last known sur- 
vivor, Mary Manko, now 98 and ill, 
remains alive. I did not particularly 
want to talk politics but I did refer 
to a welcome Conservative tradi- 
tion, stretching from John Diefen- 
baker’s advocacy of Ukrainian in- 
dependence, to Mr. Mulroney fol- 
lowing through as the Soviet em- 
pire imploded, to Prime Minister 
Harper’s own recent pledge not to 
abandon Ukraine as that country 
faces pressures from neo-imperial- 
ists in Moscow. I mentioned how 
I’ve spent 20 years dealing with is- 
sues of this sort and asked Jason 
what he was doing when I began. 
He replied: “I was in high school.” 
We both laughed. It can take a very 
long time to get anything done in 
Ottawa. But when J left the next day 
I went away feeling we have tapped 
into a decent lot of politicians who 
appreciate that their Party did the 
right thing for Japanese Canadians 
on Mr. Mulroney’s watch and dealt 
fairly with the Chinese Canadian 
Head Tax issue on Mr. Harper’s. 
The Harper government now has a 
unique opportunity, and an obliga- 
tion, to resolve our claim. Recon- 
ciliation would appear imminent, 
unless, of course, the un-elected bu- 
reaucrats who have mucked things 
up before are allowed free reign 
again. If that happens then Jason 
will probably be my age before jus- 
tice is finally done. But it will hap- 
pen. We don’t quit. That’s not in our 
tradition. 

Dr Lubomyr Luciuk is director of 
research for the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Civil Liberties Association 
(www.uccla.ca). 


On the 217 Anniversary of the Chornobyl tragedy 


Statement by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

April 26, 1986 is a tragic date in world history. On 
this day the worst nuclear explosion in the history of 
mankind occurred at the Fourth reactor of the 
Chornobyl] nuclear power station in Ukraine, chang- 
ing the lives of millions of people forever and causing 
great suffering to many others. 

The global scale of this tragedy shocked the world. 
A United Nations 1995 Report estimated that a total 
of 9 million people were directly or indirectly affected 
by the Chornoby] disaster and that 3-4 million of those 
affected were children. The people of Chornobyl were 
exposed to radiation 300 times greater than that from 
the Hiroshima bomb. An area the size of England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland combined — over 160,000 
square kilometres — is estimated to have been con- 
taminated by the disaster. 

On the 217 Anniversary of Chornobyl, the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress appeals to the entire Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community along with other countries 
and people of Ukraine to commemorate victims of this 
catastrophe by taking part in church services and other 


commemorative events, remembering the liquidators 
and firemen who contained the disaster of the 
Chornobyl! nuclear power station and saved the 
world from an even greater disaster, and by pray- 
ing for those whose suffering from the consequences 
of the accident. 

This day is also a good opportunity to reflect on what 
has been done and what needs to still be done. The 
government of Canada, along with the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian community, has made significant contributions 
to Ukraine by participating in international programs 
in the areas of health, the environment, the economy 
and the social sphere all of which are aimed at neu- 
tralizing the consequences of this accident. Canada is 
a major contributor to the building of the so-called 
sarcophagus around the crippled reactor, which acts 
to contain radioactive debris emitting from the site. 
UCC will continue to work together with the Govern- 
ment so that the most effective and timely means are 
used to nullify the effects of the accident on the popu- 
lation of Ukraine and to avoid such tragedies in the 
future. 
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Reaping the harvest of presidential indecision 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)— Following the tu- 
multuous Orange Revolution in 
2004, Ukraine is facing its second 
serious crisis in just less than three 
years. 

President Viktor Yushchenko on 
April 2 issued a decree dissolving 
the Verkhovna Rada and calling for 
early elections in May, but both the 
government and parliament refused 
to obey it. On April 26 Yushchenko 
signed another decree, rescheduling 
the early elections for June. 

Yushchenko’s new decree on 
early parliamentary elections effec- 
tively annuls his decree of April 2, 
which has been undergoing exami- 
nation for its compliance with the 
constitution by the Constitutional 
Court since April 17. It is expected 
that the Constitutional Court, in ac- 
cordance with its rules of procedure, 
will soon end consideration of this 
decree now that it is no longer valid. 

Many Ukrainian legal experts and 
political commentators have opined 
that Yushchenko’s April 2 decision 
to disband the Verkhovna Rada was 
poorly justified, predicting that the 
Constitutional Court would invali- 
date it. According to them, by issu- 
ing another decree Yushchenko ob- 
viates such an unfavorable turn of 
events. 


In his first decree, Yushchenko 
quoted Article 83 of the constitution, 
which stipulates that a government 
majority in parliament be formed by 
deputy factions. Since the ruling 
coalition had expanded its parlia- 
mentary representation with some 
40 lawmakers from other factions in 
March, Yushchenko argued the coa- 
lition violated the constitution, thus 
providing him with the right to dis- 
band the legislature in order to put 
the political process in the country 
back on a constitutional path. 

However, the moot point for 
Yushchenko’s opponents from the 
ruling coalition of the Party of Re- 
gions, the Socialist Party, and the 
Communist Party is that the reasons 
for early parliamentary elections are 
specified in Article 90 of the con- 
stitution. 

This article stipulates the presi- 
dent may call early elections if the 
Verkhovna Rada fails to form a 
majority in accordance with Article 
83 within 30 days after its first sit- 
ting; fails to approve a new cabinet 
within 60 days after the dismissal 
or resignation of the previous one; 
or fails to gather for a sitting within 
30 days during an ongoing parlia- 
mentary session. None of these rea- 
sons was explicitly mentioned in 
Yushchenko’s April 2 decree. 


Yushchenko’s new decree refers 
to Point 1 of Article 90 as a reason 
for the dissolution of the Verkhovna 
Rada. It remains to be seen whether, 
as Yushchenko implies, the defec- 
tion of more than 30 opposition 
deputies to the ruling coalition in 
March may be considered the for- 
mation of anew majority. But at any 
rate, as one legal expert recently 
told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
the new decree at least provides the 
Constitutional Court with substance 
for discussion. 

Apart from causing headaches for 
Constitutional Court judges, the 
current constitutional crisis poses 
the disturbing question of whether 
democracy, which was so joyfully 
celebrated on Independence Square 
in Kyiv during the 2004 Orange 
Revolution, has a chance to survive 
in Ukraine. 

Despite ongoing street protests by 
both supporters and opponents of 
the dissolution of the Verkhovna 
Rada, the situation in Kyiv and in 
the provinces has so far been under 
the government’s control. But it is 
evident Ukraine is slowly edging 
toward political and legal chaos, 
which may culminate in a violent 
scenario if the president, the prime 
minister, and parliament fail to find 
a solution quickly. 


Theater of the absurd: The Ukrainian political circus 


By Wolodymyr Derzko 

While staying in Lviv for the Easter weekend, most 
of my time was spent with family around Easter cel- 
ebrations. But I couldn’t help asking people about the 
political chaos in Ukraine. Most were too busy clean- 
ing homes, shopping at stores like the new Metro, the 
Costco clone in Lviv, and getting Easter baskets ready 
for church о be glued to the TV set. Most were am- 
bivalent. Even, the sensational news on Good Friday 
that Sergey Kivalov, the former head of the central elec- 
tion commission, who was accused of accosting a court 
clerk and stealing а judge’s stamp, unfazed most people. 
Taking it in stride, “Those kind of stunts happen all the 
time,” said one person, dismissing it as irrelevant. 

Looking at the bigger picture, many voters in 
Ukraine and leaders in the west, are disillusioned by 
Yushchenko, have never had any serious illusions about 
Yanukovych and opinion is split on Tymoshenko. One 
camp is mistrustful — some think she is an unpredict- 
able entity with strong populist support and authori- 
tarian tendencies. Others see her as the only savior of 
Ukraine — a modern Joan of Arc that can rid the gov- 
ernment of corruption, and graft. 

The political situation is changing daily and it’s hard 
for even seasoned political analysts to keep up, let alone 
predict what will happen next. 

The constitutional court seems deadlocked and all 
sides, including the Council of Europe, are now say- 
ing that they won’t abide by the court’s ultimate deci- 
sion because of the biased nature of the judicial ap- 
pointments and the well-publicized accusations of 
political pressure and bribe-taking. 

So how to solve this stalemate? 

Some say through compromise, negotiation and con- 
ciliation. I don’t think it will work, because you first 
need all sides that that are willing to sit at the table 
and discuss trade offs. The Party of Regions don’t seem 
interested in fair discussions and as history has shown, 
goes back against their word. 

The problem with conventional politics — ina clash 
situation, you only have tradeoff and compromise as a 
solution. One side invariably wins — the other looses 
and is left to plot political revenge. 

Ukraine needs to design a way out of this situation 
— creating new political concepts and ideas, as 
groundbreaking as the first constitution in the 16th 
century. One new political concept that might be ex- 
plored is that political leaders (presidents and prime 
ministers ) can only serve a total of one 4 year term 
and not be reappointed to the same position. They 

would then spend more time running the country, and 
not trying to get re-elected. Another dire flaw is that 
voters now vote for a political party, represented by 
secret political slate and not for a representative that 
is accountable in parliament to the voters. Without such 
drastic changes there is no guarantee that these stale- 
mates won’t reappear again in the near future. 

Three added surprises emerged last month. 


First Yulia Tymoshenko drew a line in the sand in 
the UK’s Daily Telegraph on April 16. Prior to that the 
Russian Duma, meddling again in internal Ukrainian 
affairs, passed a resolution that the president’s decree 
was unconstitutional. 

In a story clearly aimed at western consumption, 
Tymoshenko promised to act swiftly to end Russia’s 
recent attempts to pull Ukraine back into its sphere of 
influence. “Our leaders have been too mentally de- 
pendent on Russia...We have behaved like vassals 
from day one of our independence. I want friendly re- 
lations with Russia but they must be to our mutual 
benefit. 

To take on Russia, she says she must take on the 
Party of the Regions and the oligarchs in the indus- 
trial heartlands of eastern Ukraine. 

“The Party of Regions is a vast corporation that runs 
Ukraine as though it were a limited company,” she 
said. “Yanukovich is not an independent politician. 
He’s a double marionette of Russian elites and clan 
managers.” 

Evidence of that appeared in Ukraina Moloda (April 
11). On the same day the president issued his decree 
dissolving parliament, the Party of Regions were ac- 
cused of embezzling $140 million for their own elec- 
tion funds through the Finance Ministry and the 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny. 

Even more surprising was Yanukovych’s statement 
in the same Daily Telegraph one week later on April 
22 — "І support a pro-Western course, which means 
building a democratic, wealthy and socially healthy 
society,” he said. “The difference between my posi- 
tion and that of my opponents is that they are trying to 
go Western as soon as possible.” He supports “gradual 
integration” with the West — vague as that might be. 
Even the journalist was taken aback.... “Mr. 
Yanukovich speaks with a permanent frown, as if 
choosing his words carefully. He was talking in the 
cabinet ministers’ residence in Kyiv’s Grushevsky 
Street, a stark building from the Stalin era, which made 
his conciliatory words about the West — and Ukraine’s 
heated national debate over whether it should join 
NATO — seem all the more surprising.” 

This too was meant for western consumption. A test 
will be if this stance is highlighted in the Party of Re- 
gions election platform. 

Throughout this political theater of the absurd, 
what’s so sad it that the average voter has been totally 
ignored. 

Surprise number three was the UEFA decision to 
award the 2012 European Championship to Ukraine 

and Poland which may do far more for Ukrainian unity 
then what any politician can say or do. If done right, 
cities like Lviv and Kyiv will get new jobs to build 
modern hotels, roads and airports before 2012. 

So football and the economic spin-offs have largely 
replaced politics on TV and in cafés in April — a short 
reprieve from the ongoing political circus in Ukraine. 


Could the current confrontation 
between the key institutions of 
Ukraine’s political system — the 
president and the Verkhovna Rada 
— have been averted? 

The seeds of a potential institu- 
tional conflict in Ukraine were sown 
during the 2004 Orange Revolution 
in a hurriedly passed constitutional 
reform that enabled all political 
players at that time to find a way out 
of an electoral impasse and paved 
the way for Yushchenko’s victory 
over Yanukovych in the third round 
of the presidential election. 

The 2004 political-reform pack- 
age included many vague formula- 
tions and loopholes that both 
Yushchenko and Yanukovych tried 
to use to their advantage. Yanuko- 
vych eventually took the upper hand 
by passing in January 2007 a law 
on the cabinet of ministers. This law 
expanded the prime minister’s pow- 
ers at the expense of the president 
even more than the constitution 
amended in 2004, which essentially 
transformed Ukraine from a presi- 
dential republic into a parliamen- 
tary-presidential one. 

However, this law was not 
enough for Yanukovych, who 
launched a campaign to poach law- 
makers from opposition caucuses in 
order to build a majority of at least 
300 votes that would enable him to 
override presidential vetoes, amend 
the constitution, or even abolish the 
presidency in Ukraine altogether. 
Had it not been for Yushchenko’s 
decree on early parliamentary polls, 
Yanukovych might have succeeded 
in this plan. 
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Good News For Seniors 


Senior citizens are the fastest-growing group in Canada, a vital part 
of our society. Canada’s New Government is delivering on its promise 
to support seniors through the New Horizons for Seniors Program, 
encouraging seniors to use their skills and experience to make a 


The program funds a wide range of non-profit activities led by 
seniors, such as volunteering, outreach, mentoring and teaching to 
benefit their communities. We recently announced almost $14 million 
for 775 New Horizons for Seniors Program projects across Canada. In 
Edmonton groups taking part include: Meals On Wheels, the Edmonton 
Korean Seniors College Society, On ‘R’ Own Home Society, Ital- 
Canadian Seniors Association, Millwoods Council of Community 
Leagues, Alberta Caregivers Association and Hakka Tsung Tsin 


Fulfilling an election promise, we are creating a National Seniors 
Council to advise, study and report on current and future issues 


We are also working hard to help seniors financially with tax relief. 
The Age Credit Amount has been raised by $1,000 to $5,066. The 
pension income credit has been doubled to $2,000. That puts almost 
$900 million back in the hands of seniors over the next two years and 
removes 85,000 pensioners from the tax rolls. We have introduced 
pension income splitting - good news for seniors. 

We are increasing the maximum Guaranteed Income Supplement 
benefit, assisting more than 50,000 seniors; we have proposed 
legislation to make it easier for seniors to apply for and receive that 
Supplement; and we are increasing the Refundable Medical Expense 
Supplement tax credit by more than 30 per cent to $1,000. 

Canada’s New Government is delivering tax relief to seniors and to 
all Canadians and expanding opportunities for seniors to stay active 


I’m proud to belong to a government that’s getting things done for 
seniors, who worked hard and sacrificed so much for this great country. 


www.petergol 


But it would be totally wrong to 
put the blame for the current crisis 
only on Yanukovych’s appetite for 
power. Yushchenko should also take 
a measure of responsibility, because 
on many occasions he indicated he 
would like to abolish the 2004 po- 
litical reform and regain the execu- 
tive prerogatives enjoyed by his pre- 
decessor, Leonid Kuchma. 

In short, both Yanukovych and 
Yushchenko showed disrespect for 
the constitution amended in 2004 
and the checks and balances that 
were included in it to shift the 
country’s authoritarian political sys- 
tem toward a more European model. 
Both Yanukovych and Yushchenko 
have failed to pass a test of politi- 
cal responsibility and moderation 
and have showed they are true rep- 
resentatives of the post-Soviet men- 
tality, for which a “strongman” is 
still the ideal of a political leader. 

Yushchenko’s decision to dis- 
solve the Verkhovna Rada should 
have been made in July 2006, when 
Our Ukraine, the Yuliya Tymoshen- 
ko Bloc, and the Socialist Party bur- 
ied all chances to recreate their post- 
Orange Revolution ruling coalition, 
and the Verkhovna Rada clearly 
overstepped the constitutional 
timeframe for forming a majority. 
At that time Yushchenko could have 
recaptured political initiative and 
presented himself as a decisive 
leader of the nation. What we see 
now is the direct consequence of his 
indecision in 2006. 

The current political crisis seems 


to have been cunningly provoked by 
Cont. on P. 11 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


dring.ca 


Yushchenko re-installs 
Piskun as top prosecutor 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor Yushchenko in a surprising 
move.on April 26 re-installed Svyatoslav Piskun as the Prosecutor Gen- 
eral apparently seeking to force implementation of his decree dismiss- 
ing Parliament and calling for new election. 

The appointment shows Yushchenko has been trying to get control over 
the key law enforcement agency as many officials have been sabotaging 
the decree by refusing to finance and to organize the new election. 

Piskun said he will make sure that Yushchenko’s decree is implemented. 

“As a lawyer I clearly understand that presidential decrees must be 
implemented,” Piskun told Channel 5 television late April 26. “We have 
to make sure that the decree is implemented.” 

Oleksandr Medvedko, who led the Prosecutor’s General Office until April 
26, is closely allied with Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, Yushchenko’s 
rival. Medvedko was on a sick day leave since last week and he had re- 
fused to enforce the implementation of Yushchenko’s decree. 

At least four members of the Central Election Commission have been 
on a sick day leave since the start of the political crisis in early April 
leading to the lack of quorum at the commission. This has blocked the 
commission from getting ready for the new election. 

But following the appointment of Piskun, the sick members of the 
commission have quickly “recovered,” a sign that the commission may 
finally start preparing for the new election, Mykola Onishchuk, a law- 
maker loyal to Yushchenko, said. 

Asked whether the Prosecutor General’s Office will now open investi- 
gation against Yanukovych, Piskun said: “I don’t rule out anything that 
is related to the law. I will work within the framework of the law and I 
don’t care of the names of those involved.” 

Yushchenko’s move to re-install Piskun is surprising as both have been 
waging a long legal battle ever since Piskun had been dismissed from 
the post of the prosecutor general in October 2005. 

Piskun was elected to Parliament in March 2006 on the ticket of the 
Regions Party, Yanukovych’s group. But Piskun had never clearly allied 
himself with Yanukovych and maintained political independence. 

Yushchenko used a legal trick to re-install Piskun. After the legal battle 
was thought to be over, a local court in Kyiv had suddenly ruled on April 
26 that Piskun must be re-installed, and the presidential team had quickly 
accepted the ruling. This shows that the Yushchenko team and Piskun 
have coordinated their actions suggesting there has been a secret deal 
between the two. 

The move allowed Yushchenko to effectively bypass a complicated 
procedure of appointing the new prosecutor general. Usually the presi- 
dent would nominate a candidate and wait for the approval of Parlia- 
ment, which would never happen due the on-going political stand-off. 

The development caught the Yanukovych team by surprise as the Re- 
gions party had tried to block Piskun from taking over the Prosecutor 

General’s Office. Yanukovych said April 26 he wanted to meet Piskun, 
but there was no information on whether the two had met. 


(UkrNews)—Art by disabled 
children from Ukraine proved so 
popular that all 86 paintings and 
nine handcrafts, on display at the 
Ukrainian National Federation Hall 
in Edmonton the weekend of April 
21-22, sold out within hours of the 
opening of the exhibit. 

“We are just so very pleased with 
the success. We never expected it,” 
said Luba Boyko-Bell, chair of the 
organizing committee for the 
“Through the Eyes of Children” 
exhibit presented by the Edmonton 
branches of the Ukrainian National 
Federation and the Ukrainian 
Women’s Organization. 

The organizers are already plan- 
ning for another exhibit next year 
and will tell the children at the 
Tsyurupinsk boarding school in the 
Kherson region of southern 
Ukraine, to “paint to their heart’s 
content’, added Boyko-Bell. 

Along with the sale of the art, 
priced within the $20 to $60 range, 
the organizers also collected dona- 
tions at the door. 

In all, the UNF and UWO man- 
aged to raise $5,382 for the school 
during the two days. 

Boyko-Bell says she was particu- 
larly touched by the generosity of 
some of the local children who 
turned out for the event. 

The students from Balwin Junior 
High School organized a collection 
on the bus on the way to the exhibit 
and presented $55. 

Students of the Ivan Franko 
School together collected $150. A 
seven-year-old boy from Holyrood 
Elementary School gave a five-dol- 
lar bill, another little girl said she 


Ukrainian Catholic University Summer Schools 
June — August 2007 


Experience an unforgettable summer! 


Immerse yourself in Eastern Christianity 
and the culture, traditions and language of Ukraine. 


Ukrainian Language Summer School 


June 22 - August 3 2007 


* Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels 
» Program Is divided into two 3-week study periods 


UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC 
UNIVERSITY 
Ukrainian Summer School 
vul. Svientsitskoho 17 
79011 Lviv, Ukraine 


Phone: 380 322 40-99-40 
Fax: 380 322 40-99-50 


WWW.UCU.edu.ua/uss 


(each equivalent to a 4 credit semester course) 
« Students and adults alike are invited to attend 


Deadline for applications: May 15, 2007 


Sacred Music Summer School 
June 28 - July 15 2007 


* open to church conductors, cantors, church singers, 


antl Ka 


пре July 2 - July 21 2007 


ав Well as those involved іп the training of church 
musicians at seminaries and universities 
www.ucu.edu.ua/ukr/summerschools/pastoral/reg_ukr 


Summer School of Icon Painting 


г Available in both Ukrainian and English 


Applications & more 
information available 
on line at: 


WwWW.ucu.edu.ua 


* No previous experience is required 
www.ucu.edu,ua/ipss 


Deadline for applications: May 30, 2007 


With the support of the UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
265 Bering Ave. Toronto, Ontario M8Z 3A5 
Phone: (416) 239-2495 Web: www.ucef.ca 
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Disabled children’s art 


sells out within hours 
UWO, UNF raise almost $5400 for schools in Uae 


Chester Kuc (left) and Luba Boyko-Bell (right) flank the paintings of 
Andriy Mastiukh, 12-year-old boy at the Tsyurupinsk boarding school, 
who has no arms and paints by holding a brush in his mouth. The portrait 
of him is by a 17-year-old friend at the same school. 


only had 25 cents and asked if that 
was alright. 

The money will be used to pur- 
chase equipment and supplies for 
the boarding school, whose needs 
are great: wheelchairs, crutches, 
shoes, scribblers, pens, pencils, 
glue, coloured paper, paints, balls 
(volleyball, basketball, soccer), and 
developmental games. 

The Tsyurupinsk boarding school 
was founded in 1968 for children 
suffering effects of polio and cere- 
bral palsy. Today, this is the only 
boarding school of its kind in 
Ukraine where children live, learn 
and are treated for excessively com- 
plicated forms of debilitating dis- 
eases as well as some forms of men- 
tal disabilities. 230 children, ages 4 
to 18, mostly orphans, from all re- 
gions of Ukraine, reside in the 
school. 

The children not only receive a 
general suitable level of education 
but much attention is given to treat- 
ment and prosthesis, massage and 
physiotherapy. 

Considerable effort is given by 
the teachers and caregivers to en- 
sure the children are socially adapt- 
able and prepared for their future 
life outside the school. The key at 
the school is to teach the disabled 
child to live with their disability and 
to become useful citizens in the 
community. 


The children are active and have 
a positive attitude. They study dili- 
gently. They participate in various 
school activities. They are encour- 
aged to develop their creative tal- 
ents. Exhibits of their creative 
works — paintings, crafts — are 
held in various parts of Ukraine. 

It was at one such exhibit that the 
school came to the attention of the 
UWwoO. 

One of its members, Maria 
Miroutenko was working at the 
Vorohkta children’s camp, run by 
the Canadian Fund for the Children 
of Chornobyl, in the Carpathian 
Mountain region of western 
Ukraine, where she saw one such 
exhibit and met several children 
from the Tsyurupinsk boarding 
school. 

Upon returning to Edmonton, 
Miroutenko presented the other 
members of UWO and UNF with 
the idea of doing such an exhibit to 
help raise funds for the school and 
they reacted enthusiastically. 

As the paintings came in various 
shapes and sizes UWO and UNF 
had them all matted for the exhibit. 

Aside from Boyko-Bell and 
Miroutenko, other members of the 
organizing committee were: Iryna 
Karpenko, Oleksiy Karpenko, 
Chester Kuc, Valeriy Semenko and 
George Yopyk. 


WTO entry in 2007? 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine is likely to join the World Trade 
Organization later this year, says Economy Minister Anatoliy Kinakh. 
«Аз for the date, [Ukraine’s joining the WTO] will occur in 2007,” Kinakh 


told the press on April 24. 


He said the working group on Ukraine’s accession to the WTO has 


almost completed work. 


“Tt is very important right now to take into account that mutual action 
between the parliament and the government has such a huge significance 


in the final phase,” he said. 


Ukrainian News/Ykpaincpki вісті, May 2-15, 2007 ,215 травня, 2007 


Romany Blues explore the Gypsy psyche 


By Eva Marie Clarke 

The gift of an old guitar sparks a 
young man’s quest to seek out his 
Gypsy heritage in Romany Blues. 
What ensues is an intriguing tale of 
love, jealousy, passion and betrayal 
as he enters the mysterious Romany 
culture. Romany Blues is the latest 
creation by Vinok Worldance, 
Canada’s pre-eminent world dance 
and music ensemble. 

Passion is the key element in this 
spellbinding spectacle of dance and 
live music from Europe and Asia. 
Vinok will ignite the Maclab The- 
atre stage with an extravaganza of 
swirling skirts and flashing foot- 
work in this dance work which con- 
trasts the somber dignity of Fla- 
menco with the aggressive boot 
slapping acrobatics of Slovakia and 
Hungary. In his wanderings through 
this strange and exotic world, Stan 
will not only fall in love with the 
woman of his dreams, but will dis- 
cover himself in the ties that bind 
all humanity — namely tolerance 
and understanding. Flirtation, 
rhythmic competition, elaborate 
drinking games and a playful sexi- 
ness add flashes of humour and 
earthiness to the experience. 
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Above and Below: Scenes from Romany Blues. 


PHOTOS — SUPPLIED BY VINOK 


In exploring the Romany culture, 
Vinok founders Leanne Koziak and 
Doyle Marko along with Artistic 
Associate Luka Cabalka have 
crafted a work that underlines the 


company’s unique approach to 
world dance. “Many North Ameri- 
cans have a homogenized view of 
the Romany or Gypsy world”, says 
Executive Director Leanne Koziak, 
“In this production we present a 
variety of distinct gypsy dance and 
music including those of northern 
India, Spain, Turkey, Hungary, and 
Romania’. For nearly two decades, 
rather than focusing on one cultural 
tradition, Vinok has presented dance 
lovers with a bouquet of choreog- 
raphies that has encompassed tra- 
ditions from Europe, North and 
South American, Africa and Asia. 
In that spirit, Romany Blues is an 
emotionally rollicking journey 
through the streets and tavernas of 
Europe. Within the celebratory at- 
mosphere there is poignancy. 
Koziak and Marko were inspired to 
create this production after reading 


| фо soe 
Poe Р 
| aa | і | | 
~~ | | | | 
Va 
он = — hae 
| di ( З 36ip* 


Місце призначения 


Україна 


Сумма переказу 


Gypsy Messenger а collection of 
poems by Edmonton’s Marijan 
Megla, himself a Croatian Rom. 
One poem, Romany Blues, is a 
haunting evocation of a vanishing 
way of life, and provided the title 
of the production. It reads in part: 
“Life is not easy, so may times we 
ended up lost, then like a ship from 
the high sea we found ourselves a 
new place where we truly be- 
longed.” Koziak comments “al- 
though we eventually worked with 
the script to create our own story, 
the poems of Marijan provided 
characters, situations and vignettes, 
as well as a more intrinsic under- 
standing of the Romany psyche”. 
No Vinok production is complete 
without the presence of the talented 
quartet of multi-instrumentalists 
who ignite the stage with rhythm 
and energy. From a witty rendition 
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Збір" MoneyGram 


Гроші будуть переказані протягом 10 хвилин."" 


1-800-926-9400 www.moneygram.com 


of the Gypsy jazz classic Tchavolo 
Swing to the mesmerizing phrasing 
of Turkish and Macedonian music, 
to interaction with the dancers, the 
musicians are highly entertaining. 

Engaging, tender, passionate and 
exciting, Romany Blues is an expe- 
rience for anyone who has ever 
loved, hoped and lived. 


Romany Blues plays in the 
Citadel's Maclab Theatre May 18 
& 19 at 7:30. Tickets are available 
in person at the Citadel Box Office, 
by telephone (780)425-1820, or 
online www.citadeltheatre.com. 
Prices are $38 general admission, 
$33 students and seniors, and $44 
at the door. For a synopsis, as well 
as images and video of Romany 
Blues, and to find out more about 
Vinok Worldance, visit 
www.vinok.ca. 
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MoneyGram. 
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Вірменська трагедія: 
92 роковини 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода, 

24 квітня вірмени в усьому світі - - аїх розкидало світом чимало - — 
вшановували День пам'яті геноциду. Саме геноцидом, свідомою 
кампанією винищення вірмен, вважають вони події часів кінця Першої 
світової війни в тодішній турецькій державі, Оттоманській імперії, 
коли там загинули, за різними підрахунками, від 600 тисяч до 1,5 
мільйона вірмен. Туреччина ж категорично відкидає такі звинувачення. 
Цього дня 1915 року тодішня турецька влада, відома як «молодотурки», 
затримала, а по тому знищила понад 200 лідерів вірменської громади 
Оттоманської імперії. Саме цей день і вважають вірмени за початок 

"Турецька влада звинувачувала вірмен, частина яких виступила проти 
неї в боях Першої світової війни, в створенні загрози державі. І вже 
через кілька днів по всій імперії вірмен почали збирати на так зване 
«тимчасове переселення». Чимало дослідників, і далеко не тільки 
вірменських, вважає, що метою цієї акції було раз і назавжди виселити 
вірмен із їхніх споконвічних земель, більшість яких були на той час 
під Туреччиною. 

І не просто виселити. Сотні тисяч людей пішки гнали під конвоєм 
на сотні кілометрів до пустельних районів тодішньої імперії, тепер це 
землі Сирії й Іраку. Більшість їх загинули чи то в дорозі, чи вже на 
«місці призначення» від голоду й від нападів і під'юджуваних на це 
турків і курдів, і спеціальних загонів, створених із кримінальних 
злочинців. 

Влада нинішньої Туреччини ніби й погоджується, що ті події були 
несправедливі щодо вірмен. Але вона і чути не хоче слова «геноцид». 
Загибель багатьох вірмен була просто трагічним наслідком війни, 
стверджує нинішня офіційна Анкара. І вимагає таких тверджень і від 
інших. 

У кримінальному кодексі Туреччини існує спеціальна стаття, що 
передбачає покарання за «образу турецького духу». Однією з таких 
«образ» і є саме лише називання геноцидом того масового винищення 
вірмен на початку минулого століття. 

Низка міжнародних організацій, окремих країн світу чи їхніх 
адміністративних складових на різному рівні вже визнала ті події саме 
3a геноцид. I щоразу таке визнання викликає різкі протести Анкари. 
Україна, яка сама домагається визнання Голодомору українського 
народу за геноцид, водночас геноциду вірмен офіційно не визнає. 

«Вірменське питання», як припускають, може з часом постати на 
шляху Туреччини до вступу до Європейського Союзу, хоча тим часом 
ЄС офіційно не висуває до Анкари жодних вимог із цього приводу. 

Та останнім часом, попри офіційну позицію й закон, деякі турецькі 
інтелектуали починають переосмислювати цю трагедію. Серед 
найвідоміших із них — турецький письменник Орхан Памук, лауреат 
Нобелівської премії з літератури 2006 року. 


Park. 
Wemovial,, 


“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD* 


SERVING THE 
UKRAINIAN 
COMMUNITY 


* reception centre available 
(adjacent to funeral home) ? 
° family owned since 1941 « 

* prearranged funeral specialists ° 


* wheelchair accessible « 


426-0050 » 24 HRS. 
9709 - 111 AVENUE 


Visit us at: 
www.parkmemorial.com 


Jerry Smolyk, President 
Kristie Smolyk, Vice President 
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В Івано-Франківську поховали 
художника, багаторічного 
політв'язня Опанаса Заливаху 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода, 
Трина Рапп, Василь Овсієнко, Для Майдану 

26 квітня в обласному центрі Прикарпаття похо - 
вали видатного художника, лауреата Шевченківської 
премії, політв'язня-шістдесятника Опанаса Зали- 
ваху. 

Опанас Заливаха народився 1925 року на Харків-- 
щині. Коли йому було 8 років, рятуючись від 
голодної смерті, родина переїхала на Далекий Схід. 
Пам'ять про голод усе життя супроводжувала мист»-- 
ця. Він вважав харчем фізичним та духовним хліб і 
був переконаний, що щодня треба з'їдати бодай 
невеликий шматочок цього Божого продукту. 

Панас вчився в художніх училищах, 1946 року 
вступив у Ленінградський державний інститут жи-- 
вопису, скульптури, архітектури iM. Рєпіна Академії 
мистецтв СРСР. але закінчити його зумів лише 1960 
року, бо був виключений "за поведінку, недостойну 
радянського студента" — He пішов на зустріч з канди - 
датом у депутати. Про своє українство задумався, 
коли студенти інших національностей питали: «А 
звідки ти? До якої культури належиш?». Працював 
у Калінінграді, в Тюмені. 

1957 року Заливаха побував на практиці в Косові 
— 1 захотів бути українцем. У грудні 1961 переби-- 
рається в Івано-Франківськ, часто буває в Клубі 
Творчої Молоді в Києві, знайомиться шістдесят- 

-никами Іваном Світличним, Іваном Дзюбою, Євге- 
ном Сверстюком. У 1964 році до ювілею Т. Шевчен-- 
ка Заливаха разом з Аллою Горською, Людмилою 
Семикіною, Галиною Зубченко, Галиною Севрук 
створив вітраж у Київському університеті. Але ще 
до прийняття комісією вночі проти 9 березня вітраж 
був знищений за розпорядженням партійних органів 
-як «націоналістичний». 27 серпня 1965 року Зали-- 
ваха заарештований і в березні 1966 засуджений на 
5 років таборів суворого режиму за 4.1 ст. 62 KK 
УРСР, «антирадянська агітація і пропаганда» - за 
читання 1 зберігання самвидаву. Карався в Мордовії, 
разом із відомим політичним та громадським діячем 
Богданом Горинем, де малювати йому забороняли. 
"Тоді Заливаха взявся за малу графіку — екслібриси, 
листівки. Усі роботи вилучалися і знищувалися. Так 
пропало понад 200 робіт художника. 

Після звільнення Заливаха працював креслярем 
на побуткомбінаті. Разом з Софією Караффою- 
Корбут створив низку проектів у видавництвах "Ве- 
селка? та "Каменяр. Результативно працював у 
станковому мистецтві. Стрімко еволюціонує до aco— 
ціативного осмислення образу. У 80-х excnepu— 
ментує в царині станкової та монументальної плас-- 
тики. Створює дизайнерські проекти інтерйєрного 
оформлення (кафе "Медівня", ресторан "Білий ka— 
мінь", кафе "Молочне"). У 1987 Заливаха став од- 
ним з ініціаторів створення Української асоціації 
незалежної творчої інтелігенції (УАНТІ). Оформляє 
обкладинку журналу " Український вісник". 

1988 року після багаторічних заборон влаштовано 
персональні виставки Заливахи в Івано-Франків- 


Опанас Заливаха (1925 - 2007) 


ську, Львові, 1989 - в музеї Т. Шевченка в Києві, 
згодом у Торонто, Лондоні, Нью-Йорку. П. Заливаха 
- лауреат премії імені Василя Стуса 1989 та Націо-- 
нальної премії імені Тараса Шевченка 1995 року. 

2003 року вийшов його Альбом (Упор. Б. Мисюга. 
- K.: Смолоскип, 2003. - 160 с., іл.). 

Богдан Горинь на похороні Опанаса Заливахи 
сказав: "Для України втрата Опанаса Заливахи є 
подвійною, Він був великим художником і великим 
громадянином, великим українцем та патріотом, 
людиною, яка увесь свій свідомий час, усі роки жила 
Україною". 

Опанас Заливаха впродовж свого творчого життя 
створив тисячі мистецьких робіт. Його за мужність 
та просвітленість недаремно називали козаком- 
запорожцем у мистецтві та житті. Він був митцем, 
який випромінював світло на всіх довколишніх. 
Заливаху надзвичайно любила молодь. Він нато- 
мість віддавав юнакам та дівчатам своє мистецтво, 
знання та тепло. 

Він любив повторювати словами Василя Стуса: 
“Hac лише невелика шопта" . Але ця жменька людей, 
на думку Опанаса Заливахи, здатна була змінити 
долю свого народу. Задля цього він жив, творив, 
відбував покарання i залишився у своїй творчості 
для нащадків. 

Попрощатися з художником до Івано-Франківська 
приїхало чимало громадських та політичних діячів, 
друзі Опанаса Заливахи по ув'язненню. Його могила 
— на околиці Івано-Франківська на цвинтарі у 
Дем'яновому Лазі поруч із церквою, спорудженою 
в пам'ять закатованих енкаведистами галичан. 


Бориса Єльцина поховали поряд з 
російськими інтелектуалами 


Василь Зілгалов, Радіо Свобода 

25 квітня в Москві на Новодівичевому цвинтарі 
поховали першого президента Росії, який помер 23 
квітня на 77 році життя. Прощатися з Борисом Єль- 
циним приїхало чимало колишніх світових лідерів, 
серед яких екс-президенти США Біл Клінтон і 
Джордж Буш-старший, а також колишній радян- 
ський лідер Михаїл Горбачев та колишній британ-- 
ський прем'єр Джон Мейджор. Від Європейського 
Союзу була комісар Беніта Ферреро-Вальднер, а 
Україну на церемонії прощання з Єльциним пред- 
ставляв Прем'єр Віктор Янукович. Той день у Росії 
був проголошений днем жалоби, скасовані розва- 
жальні телевізійні програми, хоча більшість росіян 
ставляться до постаті Єльцина неоднозначно. 

Спостерігачі вважають символічним, що церемо-- 
нію прощання з Борисом Єльциним проводили в 
Храмі Христа Спасителя. Храм цей був підірваний 
за наказом диктатора Йосипа Сталіна і на його місці 
довгий час функціонував плавальний басейн, допоки 
Борис Єльцин не розпорядився відновити цей храм. 
За два дні прощання з покійним президентом Росії 
через храм пройшло тисячі людей з квітами й сльо-- 
зами. Чимало людей висловлювалися про Єльцина 
як головного руйнівника радянської системи. 


Одна із учасниць прощання з першим президентом 
Росії сказала Радіо Свобода: «Ось я, наприклад, 
згадую 1991 рік. Він дав відчуття, що ти людина. 
Оце найголовніше». 

Деякі колишні вороги Єльцина, його політичні 
суперники, також прийшли на похорон, залишаючи 
у минулому образи і ненависть. 

Так Олександр Руцкой, колишній віце-президент, 
що виступив у 1993 разом з багатьма політиками 
проти президента Росії, сказав журналістам при 
виході з Храму Христа Спасителя: «Шкода Бориса 
Миколайовича. Тому що як до людини я до нього 
ставився і ставлюся дуже добре. Тому що все, 
притаманне добрій людині, він мав. А що стосується 
політичної ситуації, яка була у минулому, це історія. 
І від цього нікуди не втечеш». 

Тим часом чимало росіян нині вважають, що 
Єльцин штовхнув країну в хаос i віддав її на поталу 
жменьці «нових русскіх». За опитуванням відомого 
в Росії соціологічного центру Левади, 70 відсотків 
росіян вважають, що час Єльцина приніс більше 
шкоди, аніж користі. 

Але до оцінок ролі Бориса Єльцина, мабуть, бу-- 
дуть звертатися ще не раз, коли вже стихнуть похо-- 
ронні мелодії. 
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Suffering honoured 


Montreal’s Ukrainian and Jewish communities 
hold jomt Holodomor-Holocaust commemoration 


By Alexandra Hawryluk 

Suffering creates a bond of under- 
standing and compassion that can 
have the power to transcend social, 
national, and religious boundaries. 
And it was this bond that brought 
the representatives of the Ukrainian 
and Jewish communities of 
Montreal to a joint ceremony — 
held at St Mary the Protectress 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church on Sun- 
day, April, 22 — honouring the vic- 
tims of the Nazi Holocaust and the 
Soviet Famine. For the first time in 
Canadian history Jews and Ukrai- 
nians prayed together for the loss 
both nations had endured at the 
hands of genocidal tyrants. 

Every year for the last 25 years 
the Christian-Jewish Dialogue of 
Montreal has been organizing a me- 
morial service for the victims of the 
Shoah at various Protestant and 
Catholic churches in the city as part 
of the permanent international in- 
ter-faith dialogue. For most of the 
pastors, priests, rabbis and invited 
guests, and members of the Chris- 
tian-Jewish Dialogue of Montreal, 
among them the National Chair of 
the Canadian Jewish Congress, Dr. 
Victor Goldbloom, this year’s com- 
memoration was their introduction 
to the traditions of both Eastern 
Christianity and the Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Church. In his welcoming 
remarks, the Chair of the Christian- 
Jewish Dialogue of Montreal and 
parish priest of St Mary the Protec- 
tress Church, the Very Rev. Dr. Ihor 
Kutash, quoting Romans 12:21 set 
the tone of the event: “ ‘Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good’...[because] it is not 
evil but goodness and unity in di- 
versity that has the last word in this 
world, which belongs to God.” 

In the Church Hall seven thick red 
candles were set out on a long table 
covered with a crisp, floor-length 
snow white tablecloth, decorated 
with one beautifully embroidered 
runner. To the sound of special 
prayers read by the Parish Council 
Secretary, Victor Zwtekow, the 
candles were lit one by one by the 
representatives of the Israeli Con- 
sulate, Canadian Jewish Congress, 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Montreal Holocaust Memorial Cen- 
tre and the Embassy of Ukraine. As 
dignity-imbued as these moments 
were, it was the lighting of the sixth 
candle by the Holocaust Survivor, 
Yehudi Lindeman, and the lighting 
of the seventh candle by the Fam- 
ine Survivor, Anna Melnyk, that 
caught at people’s hearts. Like in the 
striking photograph from last 
September’s memorial service at 
Babyn Yar in Ukraine, here in 
Montreal, a Ukrainian and a Jew 
stood united in remembered pain, 
united in the need to honour those 
who died. 

In his homily, Dr. Alexander 
Melnyk, Chair of the Parish Coun- 
cil of St. Mary’s, said: “It is gener- 
ally assumed, that politics, warfare 
and economic activities are the sub- 
ject matter of history. To the proph- 
ets, God’s judgement of man’s con- 
duct is the main issue; everything 
else is marginal. Prophets do not 
mince words...Isaiah writes (35: 
7,8) ‘The envoys of peace weep bit- 
terly, the highways lie waste.. .wit- 
nesses are despised, there is no re- 
gard for man’. There is nothing that 
we forget as eagerly as the wicked- 
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Anna Melnyk, Holodomor survivor lights Shoah candle. 


ness of man. The earth holds such 
terrifying secrets. The dead are bur- 
ied and the crimes, forgotten.” 

Yet in the face of war, torture, 
persecution and genocide it is all too 
easy to question not only the effec- 
tiveness of humanity’s efforts at 
fighting evil, but to question God’s 
very existence. However, to ques- 
tion “if not His existence, then His 
love and care for us” is precisely the 
goal of evil, maintained Dr. Melnyk. 
So, how do we deal with that? “We 
answer evil through the practice of 
good, through music, through po- 
etry, through everything that makes 
life richer and more meaningful. We 
answer through gatherings like to- 
day which keep the memory of 
those who perished and raise their 
existence, however brief or long it 
may have been...before God’s pres- 
ence in prayer.” 

As the last evocative notes of 
“Vichnaya pamiat’, drifted over the 
solemn crowd of about 100, (sung 
by the St Mary the Protectress 
Church Choir under the direction of 
Claudia Melnyk), Hyman Gisser, 
cantor at the Congregation Beth-E], 
began to sing the kadish, the ancient 
Aramaic prayer for the repose of the 
dead. When his singing ended Rabbi 
Elina Bykova, a native of Kyiv who 
is now working in Temple Enamu- 
E]-Beth Shalom in Montreal, read 
her own beautifully poetic Ukrai- 
nian translation of the kadish. 

Where did this kind of inter-faith 
gathering originate, one might ask? 
Basically interfaith dialogue was in- 
spired by a 1965 Vatican Council 
document called “Nostra Aetate”. 
This document radically changed the 
Catholic Church’s teaching regarding 
the Jews by recognizing the validity 
of the Jewish covenant with God, by 
honouring their religious heritage, by 
banning prayers for the conversion of 
Jews to Christianity, and by inviting 
Catholics to engage in a dialogue with 
them. At the same time, under the 
leadership of Pope Paul VI and Pope 
John Paul П ecumenical relations, that 
is relations between various Christian 
churches blossomed: the Anglican, 
Catholic, Lutheran, Orthodox, Pres- 
byterian Churches entered into dia- 
logue via academic conferences and 
community work. This facilitated the 
development of the Jewish-Christian 


tians were now sitting at the same 
table. But by the end of 20" century 
the situation in the world changed. 
The politicization of religion in the 
Middle East and in the West, make it 
necessary to re-think the terms of in- 
ter-faith dialogue. Therefore, the In- 
ternational Council of Christians and 
Jews, an umbrella organization con- 
sisting of 32 member countries, is 
now involved in a dialogue with Mus- 
lims. For a better understanding of our 
society Christian organizations like 
the Canadian Centre for Ecumenism 
are now fostering dialogue with Sikh, 
Muslim; Bahrain, Buddhist, and Ab- 
original communities. 

For Ukrainians, involvement in 
this peace-through-dialogue world 
movement is very important. As 
Ivan Dziuba put it last year in his 
speech at Babyn Yar, “History willed 
that the fate of the Ukrainian and the 
Jewish people is intertwined and it 
is up to them to answer the challenge 
of that history. To become for all of 
humanity an example of how to re- 
spect each other, to know each other, 
to understand each other, and to help 
each other — that would be our 
mutual good contribution to world 
history.” And indeed, the first joint 
commemoration of the Holodomor 
and the Holocaust in Canada is a 
good beginning of that process. 
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Reaping the harvest 


Cont. from P. 7 


his fervent ally in the Orange Revolution, Yuliya Tymoshenko, who helped 
Yanukovych overcome Yushchenko’s veto on the law on the cabinet of 
ministers and thus goaded Yushchenko into action against Yanukoyych. 
Tymoshenko, for whom there has been no government role following the 
March 2006 elections, is the actor who most wants early elections and a 
new political opening. 

Sociological surveys indicate that Yanukovych’s Party of Regions and 
Tymoshenko’s eponymous bloc are poised to win a new poll and effec- 
tively inaugurate a two-party system in Ukraine. For any other country in 
transition such a situation could be a blessing. For Ukraine — with 
Yanukovych’s electorate entrenched in the east and the south and 
Tymoshenko’s supporters grouped in the west — such an election out- 
come could turn into a nightmare. 

For Yushchenko, any resolution of the current standoff does not bode 
well. If he fails to enforce early elections, he will suffer the humiliation 
of being marginalized in Ukraine’s political arena. If early elections take 
place and, as generally expected, the results reinforce the Party of Re- 
gions and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc at the expense of Yushchenko’s 
Our Ukraine, his political stature will hardly improve. The time when 
Yushchenko could impose his will on Ukraine appears to have been lost. 


Yushchenko’s rating up 
on dismissal decree 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor Yushchenko’s popularity has 
increased sharply in April, the first such steep increase since early 2005, 
following his decision to dismiss Parliament, an opinion poll showed 
April 24. 

Some 20.4% of respondents said they were ready to vote for Yushchenko 
in April, compared with 12% in March, after the president had moved 
April 2 to dissolve the legislature, according to the Kyiv International 
Institute for Sociology. 

Yushchenko’s rating has been falling gradually since he had become 
the president in January 2005, dropping to less than 10% after the col- 
lapse of the pro-Western government coalition in September 2005. 

But the sharp increase in the rating shows Yushchenko’s supporters 
have been encouraging the president to hold a tougher line in talks with 
pro-Russian government coalition led by Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

Yanukovych led the list of the most popular politicians with 34.5% in 
April, while former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, a Yushchenko 
ally, enjoyed support from 16% of respondents, the KIIS reported. 

The ratings of Yanukovych and Tymoshenko were little changed in the 
period, while Yushchenko’s rating “has increased notably,” KIIS said. 
AT least 2,039 people were polled by KIIS between April 14 and April 
19 with margin of error at 2.8%. 

Other popular politicians in Ukraine include Communist Party leader 
Petro Symonenko with 2.7% level of support, followed by former Inter- 
nal Affairs Minister Yuriy Lutsenko (2.1%), Parliament Speaker Oleksandr 
Moroz (1.6%), ultra-leftist Progressive Socialist Party leader Natalia 
Vitrenko (1.5%) and former Parliamentary Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn 
(1.5%). 
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| BRIDAL БЕВОТ ; 


is looking for two experienced seamstresses 


for a busy bridal salon. 


Must have good communications skills and customers service, 
5 years previous experience with custom fittings preferred. 
A full time and part time/full time position are available. 


Please contact HEATHER @ 467-4082 or 
e-mail @ info@bridaldebut.com 


ни но ни но ни ми ни ви 


Mother’s Day Buffet 


Sunday, May 13 


Beverly Crest Travelodge 
11:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 


Deluxe Buffet features: 


Salad Bar, Carved Roast Beef, Baked Ham, Roast 
Turkey & Stuffing, Penne Noodles with meat sauce, 
Fresh Steamed Vegetables, Cabbage Rolls, Perogies 


Adults - $17.99 
Seniors - $15.99 
Children — $1.00 per age up to 16 years of age 


For Reservations call — 378-7484 


Moms — Enter to win door prizes 
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"Звіт Дому Свободи 
залишає Україну в 
категорії «частково 

вільних» держав 


Василь Зілгалов, Радіо Свобода, 

Політичне протистояння між Віктором Ющенком та Віктором 
Януковичем після парламентських виборів зупинило розширення 
свободи преси в Україні. Такий висновок зроблено в оприлюдненому 
сьогодні звіті Дому Свободи, який оцінює забезпечення 
журналістських свобод у різних країнах світу. 

Експерти організації вказують на часті випадки насильства проти 
українських журналістів, особливо напередодні минулорічних виборів. 
Вони відзначають і подальше використання ЗМІ у політичних чи 
економічних інтересах їхніх власників. 

Дім Свободи вважає, що українська влада минулого року зробила 
недостатньо у розслідуванні справи Георгія Гонгадзе, насамперед у 
встановленні замовників його вбивства. Тому експерти організації й 
надалі відносять Україну до "частково вільних" держав. 

На запитання кореспондента Радіо Свобода стосовно тенденцій у 
забезпеченні свободи слова на пострадянському просторі директор 
дослідницького відділу Дому Свободи Кріс Волкер відповів, що 
цьогорічний звіт відзначає продовження тенденції у 12 колишніх 
радянських республіках, яка мала місце і у минулих роках: 

К.В.: Ми бачимо подальшу ерозію журналістських свобод у 
політичній, економічній, правовій сферах у низці держав. Показники 
декількох держав погіршилися порівняно із минулим роком. Йдеться 
про Казахстан, Киргизстан, Узбекистан, Азербайджан, Білорусь та 
Росію. Там ситуація погіршується, i це тенденція 1 минулих років. 
Наприклад, у нашому звіті за 2004 рік у 9 з 12 республік ситуація 
погіршувалася вже тоді, i це ж саме відбувається і зараз. І рівень 
журналістських свобод дуже низький у цьому регіоні навіть у 
глобальному масштабі. Отже, це падіння свідчить про серйозніші, 
системні проблеми у медіа-секторі на теренах колишнього Радянського 
Союзу. 

Р.С.: Які типи засобів масової інформації найбільше постраждали 
від обмеження свободи слова? 

К.В.: У Центральній Азії це телебачення. I у кожному випадку 
відбувається або прямий державний контроль, або опосередкований 
контроль через медіа-холдинги друзів чи родичів президентів цих 
держав. Це означає, що більшість жителів цих держав не отримують 
політично важливої інформації. Отже, ми стали свідками посилення 
спроб контролювати ЗМІ. У деяких державах влада намагається 
встановити контроль і над іншими типами ЗМІ. Наприклад, 
посилюється тиск над газетами із незначними накладами, але які 
виступають важливим джерелом незалежної інформації у регіоні. 
Однією з причин такого тиску є усвідомлення владою, що зараз 
інформація швидко поширюється на інтернет і стає доступною для 
ширшої аудиторії. 

Р.С.: Звіт відзначає, що найсуттєвішого обмеження журналістські 
свободи зазнали у Росії та Венесуелі. Як ви порівнювали ці дві 
держави? і 

Ми відзначили ці дві держави, оскільки в них відбулися 
найсуттєвіші зміни. Це держави багаті на енергоносії, що є головною 
спільною рисою для держав, де відбувається гостре падіння рівня 
свободи преси. I, безперечно, в Росії це падіння було винятково 
сильним. Це результат широкої і системної кампанії підкорення ЗМІ 
для ліквідації незалежних голосів. Це стосується усіх типів ЗМІ у 
державі, безперечно це стосується телебачення, радіо, і усе більше це 
стосується друкованих ЗМІ. Ця тенденція непокоїть, оскільки в Росії 
було багато якісних газет, які надавали незалежну інформацію і цей 
ресурс останнім часом зникає, оскільки приватні власники, близькі 
до Кремля, купують газети чи залякують їх для отримання контролю. 
Це відбувається разом зі збільшенням випадків насильства проти 
журналістів там, загинули дуже багато журналістів або за підозрілих 
обставин, або від найманих убивць. І влада не зробила жодних кроків 
для розслідування цих убивств. За останні сім років у Росії загинули 
понад двадцять журналістів. 


Марш прихильників 1-01 Дивізії 
УНА у Києві заборонили 


(Тазета по-українськи)- «Шевченківський райсуд Києва заборонив 
комуністам та прихильникам воїнів 1-0ї Дивізії Української Націо-- 
нальної Армії (тз СС "Галичина" ) 28-29 травня проводити акції в центрі 
столиці. Про це повідомив начальник головного управління з питань 
внутрішньої політики Київської адміністрації Віктор Гончарук. 

Крім того, суд заборонив і проведення запланованого організаторами 
акції Маршу з вшанування пам'яті воїнів Української дивізії 1-0ї Дивізії 
УНА. 

Заявку на проведення Маршу та мітингу у центрі Києву за участі 
200 осіб подав керівник групи прихильників воїнів 1-0ї Дивізії YHA. 
Міська влада звернулася до суду із проханням заборонити проведення 
цих заходів, повідомляє "5 канал". 
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Нова управа КУК-Кдмонтон 


Конгрес Українців Канади, Відділ в Едмонтоні вибрав нову управу на своїх Загальних Річних Зборах, 
які відбулися в домі Українського Національного Об'єднання, 21 квітня. Нова Голова Відділу - - Люба 
Федущак. На світлині, сидять зліва на право: Люба Бойко-Белл - заступник Голови, Люба Федущак 
- Голова, Марія Мірутенко -- Контрольна комісія, Стефан Романюк -- Член управи, Микола Воротиленко 
- попередній Голова. Стоять зліва на право: Василь Зузак - Член управи, Маркіян Ковалюк - 
кореспонденційний Секретар, Юліян Нагнибіда - Голова Українського Канадського Благодійного 
Суспільства, Стефан Сумка -- Член управи, Євген Горнофлюк — Член управи- Господар, Дмитро Петрів 
- протокольний Секретар, Олеся Федько — Касієр. Не присутні: Наталія Пацюрко - заступник Голови, 
Оленка Стадничук — Член управи, Юрій Котович -- Контрольна комісія, Ілля Семчишин - Контрольна 


комісія. 


Воротиленко видав книжку про злочини 
Москви проти українського народу 


(УкрВісті) Попередній Голова Едмонтонського 
Відділу Конгресу Українців Канади, Микола 
Воротиленко, представив свою книжку "Заповіт 
Петра І" після Загальних Річних Зборів КУК-у, 
які відбулися в домі Українського Національного 
Об'єднання, 21 квітня. - 

В своїй кижці, Воротиленко подає хронологію 
злочинів Москви проти українського народу, 
починаючи цитатом з київського літопису 
"Временчик? що пише "наш північний сусід 
Суздальщина є значно небезпечніший ворог ніж 
половці". 

Книга далі цитує численні злочини Москви 
головно продовж 350 років від Переяславської угоди 
1654 р. 

“Y цій книзі в основному зібрані факти про 
злочини та заходи, які вживалися на рівні вищих 
органів Московії проти одного народу, Руси- 
України. Один тільки Бог знає, що творили в Україні 
за століття сотні тисяч різних московських 
намісників, генерал-губернаторів, поміщиків, різних 
уповноважених, інструкторів, комісарів, а то і 
просто очманілі від п'янства унтерпришибєєви. 
Скільки було знищено молодих талантів, які так і 
ненародились, або нерозкрились? Тяжко навіть 
уявити. 

"Ця книга є також свого роду застереженням для 
теперішніх і наступних поколінь. «Братерські 
обійми» Москви смертельні," пише Воротиленко в 
своїм вступі. 

Воротиленко пояснює що на останніх виборах до 
Російської Думи перемогли три партії: «Об'єднана 
Росія», «Комуністична партія», та «Ліберально-- 
демократична партія Росії» котрі всі прийшли до 
влади на націоналістичних та імперіалістичних 
платформах. Від демократичних сил у 
«Демократичній Росії» не пройшов жоден депутат. 

Тому "єдиною країною, або народом, (на світі) де 
існує колініально- імперіалістична агонія на початку 
третього тисячоліття залишається Московія. Про 
це відкрито, або завуальовано говорять сучасні 
володарі Кремля а згідно соціологічних опитувань 
більше 70% населення сучасної Росії вважають 
незалежність України, Білорусії та інших республік 
тимчасовим явищем. Читаючи або слухаючи 
виступи багатьох теперішніх московських політиків, 
військових, літераторів та публіцистів ніби 
повертаєшся в якесь азіатське середньовіччя, коли 
комусь дуже хотілося крові, особливо чужої," пише 
Воротиленко. 


"Знищення деяких тварин прирівнюється до 
злочину, і той, хто це зробив, несе кримінальну 
відповідальність. Москвою було знищено десятки 
великих і малих народів, культур, мов, історичних 
пам'яток, забруднено мільйони квадратних 
кілометрів територій, проте ніякої відповідальності 
вона за це ще не понесла. Таку книгу можуть 
написати всі сусідні народи Московії. Москва була 
територією зла, і на жаль залишається своєрідним 
«колгоспом» по вирощуванню бур'янів, «насіння» 
яких потім «розсіваються» по сусідніх полях - як 
відкрито, так і «таємно ночами». 

«Президент Росії В. Путін у своєму виступі в 
Державній Думі навесні 2005 назвав розпад 
Радянського Союзу найбільшою трагедією минулого 
століття і закликав до продовження «цивилиза- 
ционной мисии Росии», пише Воротиленко. 

Під час зустрічі, він сказав що вже розповсюдив 
пезкоштовно 5,000 примірників цієї книжки в 
Україні, включаючи в список тих що отримали, 
кожного депутата Верховної Ради України. 


Микола Воротиленко представляє свою книжку. 
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UCAMA welcomes Honourary Patrons 


By Vasyl Trach 

(UCAMA)—UCAMA is pleased to an- 
nounce the appointment of its first four 
Honourary Patrons for its capital project. 

We are particularly flattered that the Lieu- 
tenant Governor the Honourable Norman L. 
Kwong CMAOE has consented to support 
our project for a new museum on Jasper Ду- 
enue. In addition to his current duties as Lieu- 
tenant Governor, Mr. Kwong is a Member of 
the Order of Canada (1998) and is Chancel- 
lor of the Order of Excellence (2005). He is 


a former National Chairman of the Consul- 
tative Council on Multiculturalism (1979- 
1980) and also served as Honorary Chairman 
of the Easter Seal Campaign in Calgary. 

His Worship Stephen Mandel, Mayor of 
Edmonton, has been a staunch supporter of 
the UCAMA capital project since its incep- 
tion. Mr. Mandel views it as an integral part 
of the revitalization of Downtown East. The 
Mayor has served as a community volunteer 
for organizations including the Alberta Heart 
Institute, Heart and Stroke Foundation, Jew- 


ish Community Centre and Allen Gray Con- 
tinuing Care Centre. 

His Worship Dave Bronconnier, Mayor of 
Calgary, has maintained his strong personal ap- 
proval rating based in part on an aggressive 
program of infrastructure construction and the 
development of a long range strategic plan for 
the growth of the city. Mayor Bronconnier ini- 
tiatives have lead to the development of the 
Community Investment Fund to match fund- 
ing for city amenities such as the zoo, science 
centre, Heritage Park and libraries. 


Marie Stelmach, wife of the Honourable 
Ed Stelmach, Premier of Alberta, has also 
consented to join the UCAMA team. Mrs. 
Stelmach has expressed great enthusiasm for 
joining the project. Mrs. Stelmach serves on 
the parish council of the Kracow Ukrainian 
Church and is a member of the St. Michael’s/ 
Kracow Church Choir where she sings so- 
prano. Her executive experience on numer- 
ous voluntary organizations in Andrew, 
Mundare and Lamont will bring welcome 
expertise to the team 


Long-awaited Ukrainian 
genealogy guidebook published 


By Dr. Marko R. Stech 

(CIUS)—In order to satisfy a 
growing demand to help North 
Americans explore their family 
roots in Ukraine, the Canadian In- 
Stitute of Ukrainian Studies Press 
published in January 2007 John D. 
Pihach’s Ukrainian Genealogy. A 
Beginner's Guide. 

Ukrainian Genealogy is prima- 
rily a guide to tracing one’s Ukrai- 
nian ancestry in Europe. Consider- 
ation, however, is also given to 
North American records that are 
specifically Ukrainian or relate to 
the immigrant experience. Because 
the overwhelming majority of 
people of Ukrainian origin in 
Canada and the United States have 
roots in western Ukraine or south- 
eastern Poland, the guide concen- 
trates on the resources of those re- 
gions. Although this handbook is 
intended primarily for those whose 
ethnic roots are Ukrainian, it also 
offers the material that may be very 
useful to other ethnic groups with 
roots in Ukraine. 

The book consists of 12 chapters, 
three appendices, a bibliography, 
and an index. It also contains nu- 
merous maps, charts, and personal 
documents that undoubtedly add to 
its overall value. In addition, read- 
ers will find throughout the book 
valuable advice on various practi- 
cal issues pertaining to one’s genea- 
logical research, ranging from ac- 
cessing archival information to 
working with factual evidence. 

Chapters 1 and 2 discuss general 
topics that are preliminary to re- 
search and offer a short overview 

of relevant literature and library re- 
sources, a closer look at genealogi- 
cal societies, and a brief survey of 


UKRAINIAN 
GENEALOGY 


John D. Pibach 


Ukrainian history with emphasis on 
emigration issues. Chapter 3 exam- 
ines problems associated with per- 
sonal names and includes a service- 
able chart of first names and their 
possible interlingual transliterations 
and variations. Chapters 4 and 5 
outline.the early religious ехрегі- 
ences of Ukrainians in North 
America and explain ways of locat- 
ing church records. The crucial 
question of determining the proper 
name of one’s European ancestral 
community is addressed in chapter 
6. Chapter 7 explains the essentials 
of locating places on a map, de- 
scribes the various administrative 
divisions that existed in the past, 
and looks at the many types of maps 
that pinpoint the location of the an- 
cestral village and even the actual 
home. The resources for learning 
the history of a specific region are 
covered in chapter 8, while chap- 
ters 9 and 10 are devoted to metri- 
cal (church-registered) birth, mar- 
riage, and death records, which 


constitute the principal resources 
for genealogical research. The last 
two chapters, 11 and 12, survey 
Austrian land records and other spe- 
cific documents. Several appendi- 
ces describe Ukrainian translitera- 
tion schemes and present a guide to 
various languages and scripts that 
were used in record keeping. They 
also provide instructions for genea- 
logical research for members of 
other ethnic groups with roots in 
Ukraine and list useful Web sites. 

The author of Ukrainian Geneal- 
ogy, John D. Pihach, received his 
B.Sc. degree in physics from the 
University of British Columbia and 
studied fine arts at Vancouver Com- 
munity College. He spent many 
years traveling across Asia and Eu- 
rope and also made some trips to 
Eastern Europe, where he con- 
ducted genealogical research at sev- 
eral archives. Currently, he works 
as a weather observer and is the li- 
brary chairperson of the East Euro- 
pean Genealogical Society in 
Winnipeg. Mr. Pihach is also the 
author of several articles on 
Galician genealogy. 

Ukrainian Genealogy is available 
in a paperback edition for $34.95 
and in hardcover for $54.95 (plus 
taxes and shipping; outside Canada 
prices are in U.S. dollars). Orders 
can be placed via CIUS Press’s se- 
cure on-line ordering system 
(www.utoronto.ca/cius), by e-mail 
(cius @ualberta.ca), by phone (780- 
492-2973), by fax (780-492-4967), 
or by writing to CIUS Press, 450 
Athabasca Hall, University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, AB, T6G 2E8, 
Canada. 


Yatsenyuk says no foreign 
intermediaries needed 


Foreign Minister to visit Canada May 6-8 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)— Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk 
said in Washington on April 36 that Ukraine is able to resolve the ongoing 
political standoff between the president and parliament without foreign 
intermediaries, Interfax-Ukraine reported on May 1. 

“The current political tension in Ukraine may be eased and the leading 
political players will find an acceptable solution without engaging 
international mediators,” Yatseniuk said in a speech at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. 

Yatsenyuk reportedly stressed that the Ukrainian political elite has 
repeatedly demonstrated its ability to bridge seemingly irreconcilable 
differences and tackle the most difficult problems through a peaceful and 
democratic dialogue even in more challenging conditions. 

At an earlier meeting with U. S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 
Yatsenyuk said that his country would solve its current political crisis in 
a democratic way. 

He assured U.S. officials that President Viktor Yushchenko’s decision 
to dissolve parliament and call early elections is legal. 

Yatsenyuk met with Rice on May 1 for talks focusing on energy security, 
ways to resolve so-called frozen conflicts, and Ukraine’s bids to join 
NATO and the World Trade Organization. 

Yatsenyuk, who arrived April 30 in Washington for a two-day visit 
also met Senator Richard Lugar (Republican-Indiana), and members of 
the Ukrainian diaspora. я 

Yatsenyuk is scheduled to visit Canada May 6-8. He will stopover in 
Ottawa and Toronto. 

He is scheduled to meet with Foreign Minister Peter MacKay, 
Parliamentary Speaker Peter Milliken, Defence Minister Gordon 
O’Connor, the president of the Canada International Development Agency, 
Robert Greenhill, speak at the University of Ottawa, as well as meet with 
provincial officials and the diaspora in Toronto. 


Two arrested in Kurochkin killing 


(RFE/RL) —Ukrainian authorities on April 21 said two suspects have 
been arrested in connection with the previous month’s high-profile slaying 
of Russian-Ukrainian businessman Maksim Kurochkin. 

Kurochkin was a millionaire who owned a lot of property in Ukraine. 
He was gunned down on March 27 outside a Kyiv courthouse where he 
was on trial for extortion. 

He was reputedly involved in a number of corporate scandals in the 
energy sphere in Ukraine, including attempts to take control over some 
companies with the help of armed thugs. Kurochkin, known to the public 
under the nickname “Mad Max,” denied any wrongdoing. 

Kurochkin was a major supporter of Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych’s failed presidential bid in 2004. 

During the 2004 presidential election campaign in Ukraine, Kurochkin 
funded the so-called Russian Club in Kyiv, which involved Russian spin 
doctors Gleb Pavlovsky and Igor Shuvalov working for Yanukovych. 
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Regal Petroleum looking for partner Ukraine’s prized chemical businesses 


(Thomson Financial)—The UK’s Regal Petroleum PLC said it is 
looking for a strategic partner to take a 50 pct interest in its Mekhediviska- 


Golotvschinska and Svyrydivske gas and condensate fields in Ukraine. 


The company said there is a possibility that the partner may be a joint 


operator of the fields. 


Regal has retained Tristone Capital Ltd to advise and exclusively 
manage the partial divestment process of the fields, which will start 


‘shortly’. 
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could be sold off due to gas price hikes 


By Olga Gnativ, Kyiv Post April, 25 2007 

Faced with more cuts in profits due to rising prices 
for imported natural gas, Ukraine’s major chemical 
plants are set to go up for sale to foreign investors, 
with Russian buyers first in line. 

The State Property Fund, the country’s privatization 
body, recently put forward a plan to privatize the Odesa 
Portside Plant, one of the country’s largest producers 
of ammonia and nitrogen fertilizers, by the third quar- 
ter of this year. 

Three other privately owned chemical plants, each 
valued in the hundreds of millions of dollars — 
DniproAzot, RivneAzot and CherkasyAzot — also 
look destined for the auction bloc. 

Ukraine’s chemical business, ranked as one of the 
world’s top 15 chemical-producing countries, has long 
been controlled by domestic business groups. If sold 
to Russian chemical or energy suppliers, Ukraine’s 
industry would fall further into the grips of its north- 
ern neighbor. However, sales could also offer an ор- 
portunity for Western chemical groups to sneak onto 
the market. 

The Odesa plant, which includes strategically located 
ammonia storage and transportation facilities, is esti- 
mated to be worth at least $300-400 million, but some 
officials have argued that the state’s stake could sell at 
an open tender for as much as $1 billion. 

State privatization officials had originally scheduled 
its privatization for 2004, then again in 2006, but ques- 
tions arose whether the storage and transportation fa- 
cilities, highly coveted by Russian chemical produc- 
ers, should be included in a tender as well. 

Ukraine’s otherwise profitable chemical industry has 
experienced a financial downturn following abrupt 
increases in the price of natural gas imported from 
Russia and Central Asia in 2006 (by 50 percent) and 
2007 (by around a third). 

First Deputy Prime Minister Mykola Azarov con- 
firmed on April 2 that a 100 percent stake in Odesa 
Portside Plant would be sold, but a firm date has not 
been set. 

The State Property Fund had wanted to sell only a 
36.6 percent stake on international exchanges, and 10 
percent on the domestic securities market. 

The plant exports around 88 percent of its products, 
while commanding around 24 percent of Ukraine’s 
fertilizer and carbamide markets. 

Russian investors are particularly interested in pur- 
chasing it as a vital terminal link in an ammonium pipe- 
line that runs from the Russian city Tolyatti to the 
Ukrainian seaport of Yuzhniy. From there, Russian 
chemicals head off into the Black sea. 

Oleksandr Ryabchenko, director of the Kyiv Inter- 
national Institute for Privatization, Asset Management 
and Investments, said that the price and the terms of 
the sale depend on whether the new owner will gain 
control over the plant’s transfer and storage complex. 

“With the transfer complex, the new owners of the 
plant will be able to regulate the volumes of chemical 
shipments exported through the Yuzhniy Port in 
Odesa,” he said. 

Russia’s TolyattiAzot currently supplies 15 percent 
of the global ammonium market. 


Black Sea leaders plan 
massive ring road 


(RFE/RL)—The leaders of 12 states agreed on April 
19 to build a highway around the Black Sea, local and 
international reported the same day. 

The meeting brought together six states with a Black 
Sea coast — Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Russia, 
Turkey, and Ukraine — and six neighboring states: 
Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Greece, Moldova, and 
Serbia. 

In the declaration concluding their meeting in 
Belgrade, the leaders of the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation (BSEC) group said that “road construction 
and renovation is vital to build ties among EU, Black 
Sea, and Asian countries.” 

The 4,700-kilometer road would be created by 
linking up existing roads. 

No date for completion was given, nor was an 
estimate of the cost quoted. 

The Turkish news agency Anatolia reported on April 
19 that the BSEC’s incoming president, Turkey, plans 
to institute reforms intended to make the organization 
more effective and to boost cooperation with other 
organizations. 

Collectively, the members of BSEC, which was 
established in 1992, are the world’s second-largest 
producers of oil and natural gas after the Persian Gulf. 


Without the transfer complex, the price of Odesa 
Portside would drop by around $100 million. 

Tamara Levchenko, an analyst at Kyiv-based invest- 
ment bank Dragon Capital, said that major Ukrainian 
chemical plants have seen their profits almost halved 
due to the hikes in gas prices. 

“For example, the net margin of Stirol dropped to 
9.1 percent in 2006 compared to 21.5 percent in 2005. 
The Odesa Portside Plant’s net margin fell to 12.6 per- 
cent in 2006, while in 2005 it was 23 percent,” she 
said. 

“This means that despite higher sales, the plants’ 
profits have fallen because operating costs have grown 
at much higher rates,” she added. 

Similar losses were recorded by other top-six Ukrai- 
nian chemical plants, including DniproAzot and 
RivneAzot.° 

Levchenko said that the drop in profitability will 
continue, “because gas prices will continue to rise. 
Only large-scale costly modernizations aimed at di- 
versifying products toward organics and implement- 
ing energy-saving technologies can help eliminate the 
negative effect that rising gas prices will have on pro- 
ducers’ profitability.” 

“Many owners of chemical assets would prefer to 
sell them to strategic buyers as soon as possible,” she 
said. 

One example is a recent decision passed by 
DniproAzot shareholders on March 19. They approved 
the sale of company assets at open auctions, hoping to 
acquire almost $600 million. The Dnipropetrovsk- 
based Privat business group controls 86 percent of 
DniproAzot, while another 10 percent is in free-float 
on the Ukrainian stock market. 

Recently, Russia’s Acron chemical holding has ex- 
pressed intensions to acquire DniproAzot if parties 
agree on a price and terms of the deal. 

According to Levchenko, RivneAzot and 
CherkasyAzot may also soon be offered up for sale. 
RivneAzot falls into the sphere of influential business- 
man Dmytro Firtash, a 45 percent beneficiary owner 
of RosUkrEnergo, the exclusive supplier of natural gas 
from Central Asia and Russia to Ukraine. 

According to media reports, a subsidiary of Russian 
tycoon Viktor Vekselberg’s Renova Group, is in talks 
with Ukraine’s UkrSibbank for the purchase of a 60 
percent stake in CherkasyAzot. Market insiders say 
the deal will depend on whether Ukraine’s nitrogen 
fertilizer producers receive subsides for natural gas 
from the government.° - 

“Tt is important to sell at the right moment. The 
market value of Ukraine’s major nitrogen fertilizer 
producers could decline in the mid-term based on poor 
profitability forecasts. Moreover, there are interested 
buyers right now,” said Levchenko. 

Sources said the supervisory board of Ukrnafta, a 
state-owned open joint stock company that extracts 
and trades 75 percent of all domestic oil and gas, is 
studying the possibility of purchasing shares in 
RivneAzot, Dniproazot and Odesa Portside Plant be- 
cause Ukrnafta could provide cheaper gas that is ex- 
tracted in Ukraine. 

According to Ryabchenko, the sale of Odesa 
Portside, as well as other planned privatizations, could 
nevertheless be put off due to Ukraine’s ongoing po- 
litical standoff between President Viktor Yushchenko 
and Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych. 

The ongoing political crisis might also make it easier 
for officials to push through a less-than-transparent 
auction. 

“Since the sale will likely happen after the crisis, it 
is difficult to predict whether or not Ukraine will have 
a good and transparent deal,” Ryabchenko said. 

But crisis or no crisis, it is in Ukraine’s interest to 
privatize the plant before Russia delivers another gas 
hike ultimatum. 

The price of gas constitutes 80-90 percent of the cost 
of ammonium, the plant’s primary product. 


Direct debt down 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s direct and 
guaranteed state debt fell 4.5% to $15.23 billion in the 
first quarter of 2007, the Ukrainian Finance Ministry 
said in a statement posted on its website. 

The state debt fell 3.31% in March. Ukraine’s debt 
fell in the first three months of the year mainly as a 
result of a reduction in direct foreign debt, the statement 


says. 
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Finland flattens Ukraine | Danes send Ukraine 
in Moscow opener 


By Lucas Aykroyd 

(IIHF) — In the inaugural ПНЕ World Championship 
game played at Moscow’s new Khodynka Arena, Fin- 
land beat Ukraine 5-0 to gain its first three points of 
the tournament on the evening of April 27. 

Finnish goalie Fredrik Norrena, who recorded three 
shutouts in Riga 2006, achieved his first goose egg for 
2007 with a solid 25-save performance. Petri Kontiola 
led the way offensively with a goal and two assists, 
while Timo Parssinen chipped in two goals. Pekka 
Saravo, who was named Finland’s Player of the Game, 
added a goal and an assist. 

“The first game is never easy, but we showed a very 
good attitude, both defensively and offensively,” said 
Finnish Head Coach Erkka Westerlund. “I’m satisfied 
with the win, but we must make the power play more 
efficient.” 

A beleaguered Igor Karpenko recorded 34 stops be- 
tween the Ukrainian pipes. 

The crowd was nearly as colorful as the multi-hued 
seats around this spectacular 14,000-capacity venue, 
as horn-honking, “Shaibu’-chanting Ukrainian fans in 
yellow and blue near the TV commentary section were 
upstaged by Finnish supporters in frayed caveman 
outfits. 

It was a penalty parade in the early going, as referee 
Milan Minar called five minors in the first six minutes 
alone. But the opening goal was scored by Saravo at 
even strength at 12:07, as the Finnish defenseman 
pinched in from the point, took a nice feed in the slot 
from Ville Peltonen, and whipped a wrister past 
Karpenko. 


“Tt was a great pass from Peltonen,” said Saravo. “I 
just closed my eyes and took the shot. It was good that 
it went in.” 

Sean Bergenheim gave Finland a 2-0 lead at 4:06 of 
the second period when Tomi Kallio found him all 
alone in front of Karpenko, Bergenheim pivoting neatly 
before shooting the puck past the Ukrainian goalie’s 
blocker. 

Just over three minutes later, Finland went up 3-0 
when Petteri Nummelin’s power play wrister slipped 
through a screened Karpenko’s pads. After participat- 
ing in this game, Nummelin has now appeared in a 
remarkable 13 ПНЕ World Championships. 

Predictably, Finland’s superior speed and skill forced 
the Ukrainians into big-time penalty trouble midway 
through the game. Ukrainians were squashed together 
in the sin bin when Parssinen backhanded home the 
rebound from a Saravo drive at 13:08 to make it 4-0. 

“T predicted it would not be an easy game to play 
even at even strength versus Finland,” said Ukrainian 
Head Coach Oleksandr Seukand. “Still, I am pleased 
with my players. The black spot for us was the second 
period and the amount of penalties we took. This is 
not the first time penalties have destroyed us.” 

Play turned chippy in the final period, but an ex- 
hilarating shorthanded breakaway goal by Petri 
Kontiola with 8:32 left provided a late highlight. 


Kazan unit scores six goals as 
Russia blows out Ukraine 


By Peter Westermark 

(IIHF)—In an echo from the old days, five players 
playing together on the same club team led the way 
for Russia. But on April 29, the team was not СЗКА 
Moscow. The top unit from Ak Bars Kazan had six 
goals as Russia remained perfect in Group D after an 
8-1 win over Ukraine. 

Kazan’s Alexei Morozov had three goals and two 
assists, and linemates Sergei Zinoviev and Danis 
Zaripov had four and three points, respectively. 
Defenseman Ilya Nikulin and Vitali Proshkin both had 
a goal each. Zaripov was the only member of the unit 
that did not score a goal. 

At first, Ukraine presented more of a challenge for 
the Russians than the Danes offered two days earlier. 
Ukraine did a lot of things right in the first period. 
They got the lead from Sergii Klymentiev, played a 
self-sacrificing defensive style, and got good 
goaltending from Oleksandr Fedorov, but they just 
couldn’t contain the technical superiority of their op- 
ponents and they faded as Russia came on. 

Alexander Ovechkin became the first Russian to be 
penalized in the tournament when he was sent off for 
high-sticking at three minutes into the contest, and 

- Ukraine made them pay immediately, .At the four- 

ia _inifiute mark, Klymentiev unleashed а fow. shot from 

- the point that goaltender Alexander Eremenko maybe 
should have been able to stop, as there was no traffic 
in front of him. 

The Russian team did not appear rattled by the early 
blow and kept on applying pressure, drawing penal- 
ties as the Ukrainians tried to keep the puck away from 
their net with any means available. On Russia’s sec- 
ond power play of the night, Morozoy tied the game 
with a neat wrist shot at 9:38, after a siege on the Ukrai- 


Lviv all booked up 
for Euro 2012 


(Ukrainian Journal)— All rooms have already been 
reserved at Lviv’s hotels for the time of the European 
Football Championship, which is to be hosted by 
Ukraine and Poland in 2012, Andrian Klish of Lviv 
regional state administration has said. 


nian net had forced Fedorov to make several difficult 
stops. 

Only minutes later with Russia on their third power 
play, sloppy Ukrainian coverage in front of their own 
net allowed Zinoviev to accept a pass from Morozov 
and put Russia in the lead with a high wrister. 

Late in the first, Ukraine’s Vitalii Donika grabbed 
the puck on a turnover and skated between two Rus- 
sian defensemen to earn a breakaway after an incred- 
ible burst of speed, but his low glove hand side shot 
was stopped by Eremenko. The first period ended with 
the Ukrainians getting the better of the Russians for a 
short while, as they found passing lanes and ways to 
get shots on the Russian netminder. 

The Russian did not relent in the second period. The 
Kazan unit made it 3-1 at 5:15 of the second period 
after a beautiful passing play between Zaripoyv and 
Zinoviev. Quick passes in and out of the slot made 
Ukrainian defenders turn their heads, losing sight of 
Ilya Nikulin as he skated in from the point, accepting 
a pass and firing the puck distinctly into the net. 

At 12:01, Vitali Proshkin continued the dominance 
as he unleased a monster of a slap shot that made it 4- 
1 after the three Kazan forwards had зуба the puck 
down low for ап entire shift. 

With less than two minutes to go in the second, 
Kiymentiev was sent to the box, and sure enough, the 
Kazan unit stepped- out on the ice and scored once 
again. Morozov let a slapshot go from the left faceoff 
circle for a 5-1 score and his fourth point of the night. 

In the third, Russia was awarded consecutive power 
plays, and almost six minutes into the final frame, 
Alexander Radulov became the first player outside the 
Kazan unit to score as he jammed home a rebound 
after an Ovechkin shot. 

With a little more than eight minutes to go, it was 
Kazan time again. Morozov, Zaripov and Zinoviev 
raced in on a 3-on-2 and a nice passing play which 
included all three members of the line was finished 
off by Morozov, who got his third goal of the night. 
After the goal, Fedorov in the Ukrainian net had 
enough, and Igor Karpenko came in to play the final 
eight minutes. 

With less than four minutes to go, Alexander Frolov 
made it 8-1 with Russia on the power play. The Ukrai- 
nians hung their heads, perhaps realizing how costly 
this goal could be as it dropped them to last place in 
Group D. 


to relegation round 


By Lucas Aykroyd 
(ПНЕ)- - With a 4-3 win over 
Ukraine on May 1 in Moscow, Den- 
mark secured a spot in the Qualify- 
ing Round for the first time since 
2004 by finishing third in Group D. 
The Ukrainians lost for the third 
straight game and will have to face 
the perils of the Relegation Round. 
“Tt’s a huge relief to not play in 
the Relegation Round,” said 
Denmark’s Frans Nielsen. “Now we 
can relax and go out and have fun.” 
Kim Staal led the Danish attack 
with two goals, while Rasmus Pan- 
der added a goal and an assist, Kirill 
Starkov had a single, and Peter 
Regin racked up three assists. 
Oleksandr Materukhin, Olek- 
sandr Matviichuk and Roman 
Salnikov replied for Ukraine. 
Danish goalie Peter Hirsch faced 
22 shots, while his teammates fired 
15 at the Ukrainian nets, where 
Oleksandr Fedorov was replaced 
after allowing three first-period 
goals and Vadym Seliverstov sub- 
sequently took over. Both net- 
minders are making their IIHF 
World Championship debut in Mos- 
cow, and the last 40 minutes marked 
Seliverstov’s first-ever action. 


ter a 9-1 loss to Russia and a 6-2 
loss to Finland in previous outings. 
Overall, play was ragged yet enter- 
taining. 

“Before the game, we said we’d 
skate more and win more battles 
along the boards, and I thought we 
did that from start to finish,” said 
Staal. 

Denmark didn’t waste any time 
getting on the scoreboard, as Kirill 
Starkov sent the puck to Frans 
Nielsen in the faceoff circle to 
Fedorov’s left and then barged to 
the net to convert a rebound at 1:26. 

But the Ukrainians tied it up just 
over six minutes later at the end of 
a power play when Oleg Shafa- 
renko, at the goal line, sent a beau- 
tiful feed to Oleksandr Materukhin 
at the hash marks, and Materukhin 
wired a wrister past Hirsch high on 
the glove side. 

At 10:31, Rasmus Pander put 
Denmark up 2-1 while the teams 
were at 4-on-4, joining the rush late 
inside the Ukrainian blueline, ac- 
cepting a sweet feed from Peter 
Regin in open ice, and firing a shot 
through Fedorov’s fivehole with a 
Ukrainian defender partially screen- 
ing. 


"| Kalitvintsev said: “Unfigriunately i in the fir, 


The Danes delivered their best 
game of the tournament to date af- 


е Фе e 
Kalitvintsev talks up Ukraine 
By Igor Linnyk 

(UEFA) — Yuriy Kalitvintsev has led Ukraine into the UEFA European 
Under-17 Championship finals, but it is far from his first success as a 
coach. 

Right at the start of his managerial career the former FC Dynamo Kyiv 
and Ukraine captain won promotion to the top-flight with FC Zakarpattya 
Uzhgorod, and he has brought through the likes of FC Shakhtar Donetsk 
defender Dmytro Chygrynskyiy and FC Metalist Kharkiv striker Ruslan 
Fomin, both of the verge of the senior international team. Now the 38- 
year-old is ready to show off to Europe a new generation of talented 
Ukrainian players. “Before the Elite round when we had to face Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Italy, I had no doubts we would go through,” 
Kalitvintsev said. “So it happened. We won all three games with an 8-2 
aggregate.” 

Kalitvintsev’s success has been recognised as he has been appointed 
Dynamo reserve coach and will take up the appointment after this cur- 
rent U17 campaign. All of those eight goals in the Elite round in Italy 
were scored by Dynamo trainees — strikers Dimytro Korkishko and 
Sergiy Shevchuk and defender Kyryl Petrov. However, Kalitvintsev in- 
sists: “This is just a coincidence. In the quallifying round in Belarus, 
Шуа Mykhalov and Maxym Bilyy from Shakhtar were the most impres- 
sive players, while FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk’s Yevgen Shakhov was 
the top man at a recent friendly tournament.” 

Now Ukraine face a daunting group of France, Germany and Spain in 
Belgium. “Any of the eight teams can win the trophy, so it did not matter 
who we drew in the group,” the coach said. “I have told my boys quite 
often that self-confidence decides a lot at their age. Two years ago when 
we met for the first time I set up a task for the players — to get into the 
[FIFA U-17] World Cup finals. Now we have to make the last step which 
is to finish in the top five in the European Championship.” 

His squad gathered last Thursday to begin preparations, but there is 
just one cloud on the horizon ahead of the opener in Eupen on May 2. 
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will be without Petrov and Korkishko wi 


Shevchenko in sight of record 


(UEFA)—Andriy Shevchenko has every chance of writing his name 
into the history books this season, especially if Chelsea FC can over- 
come Liverpool FC and reach the UEFA Champions League final. 

The Ukraine forward has 59 goals in UEFA club competition and is 
just a hat-trick away from moving level with FC Bayern Minchen great 
Gerd Miiller (62) at the summit of the all-time scoring standings. Just 
one strike would be enough to take Shevchenko joint-top of the all-time 
European Champion Clubs’ Cup scoring chart. Real Madrid CF’s Raul 
Gonzalez leads the way with 56, one more than Shevchenko. 

However, while the 30-year-old is within touching distance of such 
personal milestones he would surely swap the chance to add to his three 
goals in this season’s competition for team success, especially with the 
potential of a May 23 final against his former club AC Milan. Speaking 
to uefa.com about Chelsea’s prospects of defending their 1-0 advantage 
in Tuesday’s semi-final return against Liverpool at Anfield, he said: “[The 
first leg] was a very important victory. It was a good game, in the first 
half Chelsea played very well and created two or three chances to score a 
goal. It was a difficult match between two very close teams. We have a 
good chance of getting to the final.” 


Dariya Zgoba performs on her way to winning a gold medal during the 


uneven bars apparatus finals. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong) 


Ukraine wins four medals 
at Euro gymnastics 


(UkrNews)— Ukraine won four 
medals — two gold and two bronze 
at the 2nd European Artistic Gym- 
nastics Individual Championships 
in Amsterdam, April 25-29. 

Dariya Zgoba won the uneven bars 
with a score of 15,775. She was fol- 
lowed by Steliana Nistor of Roma- 
nia with 15.725 and Ekaterina 
Kramarenko of Russia with 15.425. 

Olexander Vorobyov won the 
gold medal in the men’s rings com- 
petition. Jordan Jovtchev of Bul- 
garia Andrea Coppoline of Italy had 
to share the silver medal. 

Alina Kozich won the two bronze 
medals. The first was in the 
women’s all-around where her score 
of 59,300 placed her behind gold 
medalist Vanessa Ferrari of Italy 
with 61,075 and Sandra Raluca 
Izbasa of Romania with 59,900. 

The second was in the floor ex- 
ercise where she scored of 15.05. 


The event was also won by Ferrari, 
who scored 15.400 and was 0.15 
ahead of Elizabeth Tweddle of 
Great Britain, who won the silver. 


Alina Kozich competes on the floor 
during the all-around final. 
REUTERS/Toussaint Kluiters 
(NETHERLANDS) 
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Jesper Damgaard recently told 
IHWC.NET that the power play is 
Denmark’s “bread and butter,” and 
that looked like the truth on his 
team’s third goal. The Danes moved 
the puck beautifully around the box 
until Peter Regin sent the puck in 
front to Kim Staal, who pivoted and 
whipped a backhand past Fedoroy, 
just five seconds after a Ukrainian 
penalty to Viacheslay Zavalniuk 
had expired. 

But 26 seconds later, Ukraine cut 
the deficit to 3-2 as Oleksandr 
Matviichuk charged to the net and 

jammed home the rebound from a 
Vasyl Bobrovnikoy backhander off 
the rush. 

Hirsch kept his team’s lead alive 
in the closing minutes of the first 
period, despite looking ungainly at 
times and stunned on one occasion 
when he took a puck off his mask. 

Ukrainian Head Coach Oleksandr 
Seukand replaced Fedorov with 
Seliverstov to start the second pe- 
riod, hoping to achieve another mo- 
mentum shift. 

Defenseman Oleksandr Pobiedo- 
nostsev was injured after blocking 
a Staal shot, but eventually got up 
and skated off to the bench. 

Just past the midway mark of the 
game, Denmark went up 4-2 on the 
power play when Staal beat 
Seliverstov glove side through traf- 
fic in the slot, just seconds after 
Frans Nielsen had almost scored on 
a beautiful solo rush through the 
Ukrainian defense. 

In the eighth minute of the third 
period, Mads Christensen almost in- 
creased Denmark’s lead again when 
he followed up a bouncing puck that 
Seliverstov bobbled, and just 
chipped it wide over the goalie’s 
right shoulder. 

The Ukrainians, who started ex- 
erting pressure in the Danish end, 
got within one goal with 7:37 left 
when Roman Salnikov fired a shot 


«Ми об'є «днуємо Вас. a 


фе 


Ukrainian Мемз/Українські вісті, May 2-15, 2007, 2 15 травня, 2007 


Danes send Ukraine to relegation round 


Danish Rasmus Olsen (R) vies with Ukrainian Viacheslav Zavalniuk 
during a preliminary round group D game of the IIHF International Ice 
Hockey World Championship in Moscow. ALEXANDER NEMENOV/ 


AFP/Getty Images) 


from the blueline that wobbled past 
Hirsch on the stick side. 

Ukraine pressed hard for the 
equalizer in the dying minutes, but, 
typically, killed off their hopes 
when Dmytro Tsyrul bowled over 
Hirsch and took a goalie interfer- 
ence penalty with 1:26 left. At the 
final buzzer, Міасрезіау Zavalniuk 
attacked Frans Nielsen and tried to 
sucker him into a fight, but a lines- 
man wrestled the Ukrainian out of 
harm’s way. Zalvalniuk was as- 
sessed a match penalty. Nielsen said 
afterwards that Zavalniuk had 


slashed Kim Staal and that was what 
led to the altercation. 

Meanwhile, Hirsch celebrated the 
victory by miming the playing of a 
guitar with his goal stick. 

“This means a lot for us, espe- 
cially as Denmark’s U-18 and U-20 
teams have also reached the top di- 
vision,” said Staal. 

“We are young and going for- 
ward.” It is the first time in Danish 
hockey history that all three major 
national teams have reached the top 
level of the World Championship si- 
multaneously. 
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